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The Journalism Education and Research Association of Australia Incorporated (JERAA Inc.) 
is the peak body of Australian journalism educators and researchers from tertiary education 
and industry organisations. JERAA’s primary aim is to raise the standard of teaching and 
training in journalism in order to foster excellence and integrity in the future generation of 
journalism practitioners. JERAA also supports research, with the understanding that research 
can help communities to identify trends and issues, resolve problems, and promote or 
celebrate excellence in journalism and journalism education. JERAA runs annual awards and 
grants for journalism researchers and journalism students to recognise and encourage quality 
in journalism research, study and practice. 

JERAA proposes that ministers should not be empowered to veto research funding that has 
been approved through appropriately constituted and managed scholarly processes to assess 
funding applications. If it is necessary to consider whether grants are contrary to national 
interest or public well-being, then criteria for assessment of national interest and public well-
being must be transparent and embedded into scholarly review processes. 

This is necessary to avoid politicisation that becomes possible through ministerial veto 
powers. Research in the Humanities, Arts and Social Sciences (HASS) is particularly 
vulnerable to such politicisation and past vetoes have of research projects have demonstrated 
this. 

Vetoes that originate from outside the scholarly review process can be based on temporal 
concerns rather than a wider vision of advancement of ideas, processes and technologies. 
Many ideas that were demonised as controversial or contrary to public interest are now 
accepted as beneficial to society. Examples from the 19th Century are the abolition of slavery, 
the introduction of votes for women, and the introduction of use of vaccination technologies, 
which were all subject to intense opposition due to perceptions they were contrary to the 
national interest and/or public well-being. Even a style of art that was new at the time, 
Impressionism, was seen as so much the work of so-called “madmen” that newspapers 
published satirical cartoons in which pregnant women were warned not to enter Impressionist 
art exhibitions due to the risk of miscarriage at so shocking a spectacle. With time, these 
ideas have become accepted as integral to our democracy, our approach to protecting societal 
and individual health and well-being, and an important part of our rich cultural and artistic 
history.
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In simple terms, such examples show that the work of intellectuals and researchers from a 
wide range of perspectives can expand human potential despite and because of the way in 
which they interrogate current ways of understanding and addressing contemporary problems 
and issues. JERAA thus argues that it is necessary for rigorous and correctly formulated and 
managed scholarly review processes to be removed from interference from political actors. 
As is discussed above, the HASS researchers are particularly susceptible to outside 
interference, especially when their research is perceived to be in alignment with approaches 
that are contrary to those of the leading political parties or elements of popular opinion. All 
scholars should be protected to engage in genuine inquiry. If protections to national interest 
or public well-being are needed, such processes need to be embedded into scholarly review 
processes, with any relevant inputs from community stakeholders in the stages of scholarly 
review, rather than being managed by non-scholarly stakeholders.
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