Life’s a drag: navigating through struggles in the pandemic
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Being crowned the winner of Drag Wars 2 in 2019 was the highlight of his career, drag queen Femme
Fatale said.

Despite his victory in the popular local drag competition, the 24-year-old, whose real name is lliya
Izzudin, said that many younger drag queens in Singapore struggle to get opportunities to perform.

“It is very difficult to perform in Singapore as a drag queen unless a company is willing to hire you
based on your looks and your energy,” he said.

Mr lzzudin said this issue has worsened since clubs and theatres have closed during the outbreak,
and live shows have shifted virtually.

“In Singapore, it is so difficult to create online drag content because you are usually not paid for your
work, and you will feel burned out eventually.”

When asked about the future of drag in Singapore, Mr lzzudin said he hopes to see more avenues for
drag queens to perform in public spaces.
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