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I am a university student currently in my third year of a Bachelor of Arts/Journalism at the 

University of Queensland. I experienced my first taste of journalism at a community news 

magazine, Logan West News, in my first year of university where I worked as an intern 

before being offered a part-time position in my second year. I loved every moment of it – 

meeting locals in their businesses, clubs and homes and the challenge of finding, writing and 

editing my own print stories. Since April 2021, I’ve been fortunate enough to work under 

the mentorship of The Australian newspaper’s National Chief Correspondent Hedley 

Thomas. Hedley and I met after a good friend of mine who works behind the bar at Hedley’s 

local pub introduced us. Over the next year I worked with Hedley in researching and writing 

the investigative podcast Shandee’s Story while also completing my full-time studies. This 

experience was transformational for me as a young journalist and has sparked my interest in 

crime and public sector investigations along with my passion for education, sport and 

community stories.  

 

Major Awards: 

Clarion Award winner, 2022: Radio Documentary and podcast supported by Media Super. 

Hedley Thomas, Isaac Irons, David Murray, Slade Gibson and Lydia Lynch, The Australian, 

“Shandee’s Story.” 

Walkley Award shortlist, 2022: Investigative Journalism. Hedley Thomas, David Murray, 

Isaac Irons, and Slade Gibson, The Australian, “Shandee’s Story” 
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Shandee’s Story: The podcast 

https://www.theaustralian.com.au/podcasts/shandees-story/episode-3  

My unpaid internship working on Shandee’s Story began in early April 2021 after a meeting 

The Australian’s National Chief Correspondent Hedley Thomas through a mutual friend. 

Thomas chose the unsolved murder of Shandee Renee Blackburn, 23, in Mackay in 2013 

because it seemed to have all the makings of an injustice that had been left to sit 

unexamined. The bulk of my duties for the next six months included intensive researching 

and reading of thousands of documents, travelling to Mackay with Thomas and 

accompanying him on the many interviews he conducted for the podcast. After showing my 

interest in writing, I began with Thomas’ editing and oversight creating my own scripts from 

my research into the case, a writing process that continued after the release of the first 

episode through to the finale of season one, episode 20.   

In total, I estimate I have contributed about 20,000 words of script to the podcast spread 

across many episodes, which unfortunately makes it hard to separate my work from that of 

Thomas’. My own ideas have also contributed to the podcast including the writing of most 

of Episode 3 – Toxic Love, an episode that grew organically from my own investigation of 

thousands of text messages between Blackburn and her former boyfriend John Peros, 

messages which revealed strong evidence of an abusive relationship which had gone 

unexamined in Peros’s murder trial in 2013 in which he was acquitted of Blackburn’s 

murder. For the sake of complete disclosure, Peros has always denied responsibility for 

Blackburn’s murder. I also crafted an extensive episode script – which was later spread 

across multiple episodes – covering the inquest proceedings in 2019, which required I listen 

to tens of hours of inquest audio, edit software-generated transcripts and record extensive 

notes.  

Upon the release of the podcast, I also had the opportunity to write articles with The 

Australian’s National Crime Correspondent David Murray, earning a few shared by-lines and 

solo by-lines. I wrote an extensive character log and timeline (~ 15,000 words in total), each 

weekly episode synopsis, and wrote a news list and published stories in the newspaper for 

the subsequent release of a Sky News Australia documentary, Shandee’s Story: The Search 

for Justice, to which I also contributed as a production assistant. The major consequence of 

the podcast has been the revelations of serious errors in the DNA testing of samples in the 

case, which subsequently snowballed into further findings of systemic failures in 

Queensland’s state-run DNA laboratory. The royal commission-style inquiry that is currently 

proceeding is unveiling potentially the biggest scandal in the history of Queensland’s 

criminal justice system.  

 

Major Contributions 

* PDFs are provided at the end of this document. 

Shandee’s Story: I re-enacted a killer’s footsteps – and proved the ‘impossible’, The 

Australian, 25.02.22 

https://www.theaustralian.com.au/podcasts/shandees-story/episode-3


https://www.theaustralian.com.au/nation/i-reenacted-a-killers-footsteps-and-proved-the-

impossible/news-story/466c750b20970b5c6728d7eea112a20d 

I wrote this feature-style piece to accompany the release of ‘Episode 16 – Running’ of the 

podcast, which involved audio recordings of the Shandee’s Story team in Mackay testing a 

key defence argument which had been put forward at John Peros’s 2014 murder trial. 

Shandee’s Story: Doubts cast over accuracy of GPS data, The Australian, 28.02.22 

https://www.theaustralian.com.au/nation/shandees-story-doubts-cast-over-accuracy-of-

gps-data/news-story/86795edc841829e7da6659b653f3678b  

I wrote this news article to accompany the release of ‘Episode 16 – Running’ of the podcast, 

in which a key defence argument at John Peros’s 2014 murder trial was examined in light of 

evidence that had not been presented at the trial. I discovered this previously unreported 

angle myself after spending a lot of time studying the evidence brief and reading through 

technical evidence, the effect of which places into doubt a key defence claim made at the 

trial.  

Push for royal commission-style probe into Queensland DNA lab, The Australian, 30.05.22 

https://www.theaustralian.com.au/nation/politics/push-for-royal-commissionstyle-probe-

into-queensland-dna-lab/news-story/2be05ace3b948de5bbcee0906a38bfb5     

A short article I wrote covering the state opposition leader David Crisafulli’s call for the 

Queensland state-run DNA lab to be subject to a royal-commission style probe.  

Shandee’s roomie told police about ‘threatening’ calls by former boyfriend, The 

Australian, 05.06.22 

https://www.theaustralian.com.au/nation/shandees-roomie-told-police-about-threatening-

calls-by-former-boyfriend/news-story/e67b4b210f63c9918f89a6db478e13e1  

An article I wrote in preparation for the release of the upcoming Sky News Australia 

documentary on Shandee’s case with the angle and quotes chosen from an interview 

conducted by Hedley Thomas. 

Shandee’s Story podcast exposes boyfriend John Peros’s vile messages to murdered 

woman, News.com.au, 19.12.21 

https://www.news.com.au/lifestyle/real-life/news-life/shandees-story-podcast-exposes-

boyfriend-john-peross-vile-messages-to-murdered-woman/news-

story/7aeebc8c0ff63f802a4b19fbf43be7ea 

A short piece I wrote to promote the podcast on News Corp’s digital platforms, 

News.com.au. 

Shandee’s Story: Timeline of events, The Australian, 09.12.21 

https://www.theaustralian.com.au/podcasts/shandees-story-podcast-timeline-of-events-in-

the-case-of-shandee-blackburn/news-story/6d1a9d43b6f97f928448a9cbbdc73773 
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A timeline of major events in the podcast which I created for the benefit of podcast 

listeners. 

Shandee’s Story: The people involved, The Australian, 17.12.21 

https://www.theaustralian.com.au/podcasts/shandees-story-podcast-the-people-involved-

in-the-story-of-shandee-blackburn/news-story/13c45f7ae86e5590006898fc10366aa8 

A character log of significant people in the podcast which I created for the benefit of 

podcast listeners. 

Additional Work  

Shandee’s Story: The Search for Justice, Sky News Australia, Production Assistant, 

February-April 2021 

As a production assistant for the Sky News Australia documentary, I travelled with the 

production crew to Mackay and assisted with basic production tasks around the set 

including helping prepare basic scripts for piece-to-cameras, organising equipment and files, 

and offering insight and fact-checking of the script. I also wrote three news articles to 

promote the documentary in The Australian newspaper, identifying the news angles myself.  

Shandee’s Story Podcast Official Discussion Page, Group Admin 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/824084751621296/  

I have also been given admin duties within the closed Facebook group sharing articles and 

updates with the community and answering questions about the case. The group has 10.1k 

members as of October 2022 and is a valuable tool for keeping the community engaged in 

not just Shandee’s case but the subsequent DNA inquiry which is of tremendous importance 

to the Queensland community.  

https://www.theaustralian.com.au/podcasts/shandees-story-podcast-the-people-involved-in-the-story-of-shandee-blackburn/news-story/13c45f7ae86e5590006898fc10366aa8
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THE AUSTRALIAN

Push for royal commission-style probe into Queensland DNA lab

The DNA laboratory responsible for testing samples from serious crime scenes including murders and rapes must be subjected to a royal

commission-style inquiry as a matter of urgency, David Crisafulli says.

The state opposition will today call for the Queensland government-run lab to be investigated as part of a new inquiry being conducted into the

Queensland Police Service, saying the lab was too important to be examined in a government review.

“This is about protecting Queenslanders, not the image of the state government,” the Opposition Leader said. “Victims of serious crimes are being

denied justice due to these failings.”

Health Minister Yvette D’Ath in March announced a closed-door review into the lab after evidence of disturbing failures in the its testing of

samples in rape and sexual assault cases was found by leading forensic biologist Kirsty Wright.

The review’s terms of reference, released earlier in May, were criticised by Dr Wright and the opposition as falling well short of what was required

to properly investigate the serious concerns.

“Following detailed consultation, it is the firm view of the opposition that the operations and outcomes of the lab should be examined by the

commission of inquiry being conducted into the QPS,” Mr Crisafulli said.

“This view is shared by victims and forensics experts.”

The government review will not look at individual cases and a reviewer has yet to be announced.

Ms D’Ath confirmed in state parliament last week that the health department would choose the reviewer and said the appointment process was

“very close” to being finalised.

Dr Wright has lodged a complaint about the lab with Queensland’s Crime and Corruption Commission.

By ISAAC IRONS, RESEARCHER AND REPORTER
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Isaac Irons is a student currently studying Journalism/Arts at the University of Queensland. He's worked at his local beat writing community stories and

intends to pursue a career covering crime and sport.
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THE AUSTRALIAN

Shandee’s roomie told police about ‘threatening’ calls by former
boyfriend

The former roommate of murdered Mackay woman Shandee Blackburn was “100 per cent” willing to take the witness stand at her former

boyfriend’s murder trial but was not called despite telling police he overheard abusive rows between the former lovers.

Steve Phillips believes voice recorded messages sent to Blackburn by her former boyfriend John Peros would be strong evidence of an abusive

relationship if police were able to recover them from Blackburn’s iPhone.

Mr Phillips said he overheard the messages when he lived with Blackburn on the Gold Coast, adding the walls of their flat were “paper thin” and

Blackburn played the messages out loud on her iPhone speaker.

“It was quite threatening, full volume, swearing,” Mr Phillips said. “I’ve never experienced that in my life or seen that before.”

The voice messages, sent on the messaging app HeyTell, were unable to be recovered by police when they downloaded the contents of

Blackburn’s iPhone in 2013.

Mr Phillips’ evidence was not heard by the jurors who acquitted Mr Peros of murder at a 2017 Supreme Court trial.

Mr Peros denies involvement.

“I had no idea. At the time I gave them my statement thinking they had everything,” Mr Phillips said.

“I don’t know what they’ve done with it or why it didn’t go to court,” he said. “I remember being interviewed by police here in Auckland and I

said, ‘If you can get those messages, you will get a conviction’.”

Mr Phillips said Blackburn described Mr Peros as an “aggressive guy” who was jealous and controlling. Blackburn appeared scared one night when

she sat down on the couch inside their Gold Coast flat, he said.

“She said, ‘John has always told me if he ever wanted to get rid of me, he could. He would just have to make one phone call’,” Mr Phillips said.

“It sounded pretty threatening to me, and I believed the threat based on what I heard,” he said. “You could see she’s scared, she anxious. No one

should really be that scared and receive those kinds of messages.”

Mr Phillips will appear on Shandee’s Story: The Search for Justice, a Sky News Australia documentary premiering at 8pm (AEST) on Tuesday that

is re-examining the murder cold case.

The Australian’s Hedley Thomas will host the documentary.

By ISAAC IRONS, RESEARCHER AND REPORTER
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Shandee's Story

More stories on this topic

Shandee suspect faces assault charge

Shandee’s Story shakes the pillars of power

Coroner-labelled stabber sues victim’s sister for ‘murderer’ claim

Topics

Isaac Irons is a student currently studying Journalism/Arts at the University of Queensland. He's worked at his local beat writing community stories and

intends to pursue a career covering crime and sport.
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Nation’s fury over 12yo found dead in box

In April 2012, popular young hospitality worker Shandee Blackburn was hoping for a fresh start on the Gold Coast after a bad relationsh

But a thousand kilometres from her hometown of Mackay, the abuse followed her.

“You’re a waste of time I can’t speak to you! Then you mock me, c**t you’d be in a coma if you were a guy,” Shandee’s former boyfriend
at the time.

“I am sorry I mocked you,” Shandee texted. “I can’t believe it’s that easy for you to forget all our beautiful memories and moments.”

“You wonder why you’re single and all alone,” Peros replied minutes later.

The pair’s toxic relationship – and Shandee’s brutal 2013 murder – is the subject of gripping cold case podcast Shandee’s Story, create
investigative journalist Hedley Thomas.
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Shandee Blackburn.

Clues left behind by Shandee’s killer are being explored by Thomas who hopes to uncover new evidence that might solve the murder co

These include Shandee’s iPhone 3, recovered at the scene and containing hundreds of text messages between her and Peros that reve
relationship in the year before her slaying.

Messages are reproduced with changes for readability.

“You have caused me so much trouble and heartache. Just leave me alone,” Peros wrote.

Shandee replied: “Heartache? You told me to jump off a bridge and that suicide is the best thing I can do for everyone. You also told me
on you to be there for me.”
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Shandee Blackburn with John Peros.

Shandee’s Story: Why is her killer still at large?

Shandee, 23, was attacked by a killer wielding a large knife as she walked home from work just after midnight in February 2013.

The killer targeted her face, neck and chest, shearing away part of her scalp in an attack that detectives alleged was personal.

Peros, then 30, was a champion amateur boxer admired for his skill in the ring and described by friends as a gentle, caring soul.

He has always denied involvement and was found not guilty by a jury for her murder in 2017.

His lawyers say police went after the wrong man, allowing the real killer – a local criminal and ice addict with a violent record – to go free

In 2020, Queensland Central Coroner David O’Connell found Peros did kill Shandee, but did not find fresh and compelling evidence to c
double jeopardy laws.

However, the top-rated podcast has since revealed shocking failures in DNA testing by the Queensland Government forensics lab may 
Shandee’s killer to evade justice.

The errors and inconsistencies uncovered by forensic scientist Dr Kirsty Wright, the former manager of Australia’s National Criminal Inve
Database, show the lab failed to detect DNA in a fresh pool of blood, or detect trace DNA from a sample from Shandee’s forearm, or an
in his own vehicle.

The coronial inquest is set to be reopened after mounting public pressure forced the Palaszczuk government to respond to the lab’s fore

Shandee’s Story is also examining clues contained in CCTV footage of a figure running hard towards Shandee and then back, as well a
near the murder scene that police alleged was Peros’s distinctive 1994 model Toyota HiLux.

Shandee’s last moments – and a mysterious running man

Many of the messages from Shandee’s iPhone were revealed for the first time in the podcast. Peros’s paranoia is on full display as he a
being unfaithful, accusations she repeatedly denies.

Peros wrote: “Who’s that guy that sent a message to you on Facebook? Looks like you met him and he wants to f**k you? Everyone kno

“John, please stop calling me a fat lazy piece of s**t and telling me to jump off a bridge. Please John, I need your support right now and 
further. Please John,” Shandee texted in April 2012.
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Shandee said the repeated taunts about her weight wrecked her confidence and she sought advice from a psychic about Peros’s jealou
recording the interaction.

“He said he knows he has to, he just doesn’t know how to stop – to get it out of his head,” Shandee told the older woman.

In a major falling out mid-year – which saw further taunts from Peros – Shandee insinuated that she had cheated on him.

She later swore on her life it wasn’t true, but from his messages it appeared he had taken it badly.

The brutal unsolved murder of Shandee Blackburn that has haunted Mackay for years.



21/10/2022, 00:34 Shandee’s Story podcast exposes boyfriend John Peros’s vile messages to murdered woman | news.com.au — Australia’s l…

https://www.news.com.au/lifestyle/real-life/news-life/shandees-story-podcast-exposes-boyfriend-john-peross-vile-messages-to-murdered-woman… 7/10

Shandee’s family have welcomed the podcast and look forward to evidence the public has never heard before being shared.

“Something that we’ve always been trying to get out there is what actually happened that night, the truth, and have it accessible to the p

“This wasn’t a random attack. All the evidence shows it was a very well-thought-out plan.”

Go to shandee.com.au or wherever you get your podcasts to hear Shandee’s Story

Shandee’s Last Walk | The AustralianShandee’s Last Walk | The Australian

Need to talk to someone?

Don't go it alone. Please reach out for help.

Lifeline: 13 11 14 or lifeline.org.au

Beyond Blue: 1300 22 4636 or beyondblue.org.au

Beyond Blue's coronavirus support service: 1800 512 348 or coronavirus.beyondblue.org.au

Kids Helpline: 1800 55 1800 or kidshelpline.com.au

Headspace: 1800 650 890 or headspace.org.au

Are you anxious? Take the Beyond Blue quiz to see how you’re tracking and whether you could benefit from support
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Shandee’s Story: The people
involved

The murder of Shandee Blackburn in 2013 has
appalled the community of Mackay for eight years.
Her family wants justice. Here are the key people

involved in the case.

By HEDLEY THOMAS and ISAAC IRONS

Shandee Blackburn was a bright and fun-loving 23-year-old woman with a cheeky

smile. Her murder after a ferocious knife attack in 2013 has appalled the

community of Mackay for eight years. Shandee’s family wants justice.

Shandee’s Story, a new podcast from The Australian’s Gold Walkley winning

investigative journalist Hedley Thomas, investigates a harrowing cold case.

Subscribers of The Australian will be able to hear it before the rest of the nation,

exclusively in The Australian app. Subscribe to The Australian here.

Download the app via: Apple App Store | Google Play Store

Here are some of the people you’ll hear from, or about, during Shandee’s Story.

More people will feature here as they emerge through episodes released weekly.

Episode 1: Sugar Town

Shandee Blackburn

Shandee Renee Blackburn was born on June 11, 1989 in Brisbane, before she moved

with her family to the sugar and mining town of Mackay on the central

Queensland coast. Her parents separated when she was young and Shandee grew

up with her mother Vicki and sister Shannah at Slade Point, and then in

Boddington Street in Mackay. Shandee had a bubbly and outgoing personality and

her friends fondly remember her mischievous smile and lilting laugh.

From Podcasts December 17, 2021

58 MINUTE READ
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Shandee dated a talented amateur boxer, John Peros, in 2011 and they broke up in

early 2012. She found a job as a waitress in the coffee shop of the Harrup Park

Country Club in late 2012, where she met and started dating Arron Macklin, a chef.

On a balmy night in early February, 2013, after completing a night shift at the

country club, Shandee was walking home to her mother’s house in Boddington

Street, just over a kilometre away. She didn’t make it. Shandee suffered 23 stab and

slash wounds from a large knife and was left for dead less than 100m from her

home. Her killer has not been brought to justice.

Vicki Blackburn

Shandee’s mother. Vicki was woken by loud knocking on the front door of her

townhouse four hours after Shandee was murdered nearby - it was the police and

they had come to break the news to her. It is a harrowing recorded conversation. At

first, Vicki thought Shandee was killed in a motorbike accident with her boyfriend

Arron. Vicki has dealt with her deep and enduring grief in private, and she kept an

open mind as the police investigation unfolded. She maintains a Facebook site

seeking justice for her daughter and she regularly tends a garden where Shandee

walked her last steps. Vicki has lived for eight years with the torment of knowing

her daughter’s killer remains free. Since Shandee’s murder Vicki has raised

awareness about violence against women and held safety talks in Mackay. Read

more

Shannah Blackburn

Shandee’s older sister. Along with her mother Vicki, Shannah has been stoic and

dignified since being woken on a Saturday morning in early February 2013 with the

news that her little sister had been murdered. Shannah has campaigned with her

mother for justice for Shandee. As sisters Shandee and Shannah had a loving and

sometimes edgy sibling relationship. One of their holidays together was a trip to

Greece, then Las Vegas in late 2012. Shandee lived with Shannah for a while on the

Gold Coast in early 2012. Shannah didn’t have any idea who would have killed

Shandee when police first asked her. When asked about Shandee’s former

boyfriends, she described John Peros as ‘odd’ in her first police statement. Read

more

Paul Beardmore

Shandee’s stepfather. Vicki’s partner Paul remained a steadfast figure for her and

Shannah after Shandee’s death. He’s across much of the evidence. In the weeks

before her murder Shandee was excited about the prospect of being her mum’s

bridesmaid at her wedding to Paul.

Arron Macklin

Shandee’s boyfriend when she died. Arron worked as a chef at the Harrup Park

Country Club where Shandee worked in the adjoining coffee shop. They were

smitten immediately. Arron’s close friend told police that Arron was planning on

buying Shandee a ring and surprising her with a proposal. The day before Shandee

died she had gone with Arron to Airlie Beach and posted about it on Facebook,

excited about her blossoming relationship. Arron was at home on the evening

https://www.theaustralian.com.au/nation/shandee-blackburn-the-happiest-shed-been-before-knife-attack-shandees-story/news-story/e8c8ef946d3c6562bbf8fa12e47c98e4
https://www.theaustralian.com.au/nation/shandees-storyit-was-really-creepy-i-think-its-him/news-story/47007047fec29fdfc77a6f15b64c79d1
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Shandee was murdered. He’d had too many drinks to pick Shandee up on his

motorbike. Read more

John Peros

Shandee Blackburn’s ex-boyfriend. John Peros moved to Mackay a few years before

he met Shandee at the Envy Nightclub in town. They started dating in mid-2011 and

John ended the relationship in early 2012. The relationship was marred by serious

trust issues. After Shandee’s murder John Peros became the primary suspect. John

was charged with murdering Shandee but was acquitted by a Supreme Court jury in

2017 in less than two hours. In 2020 John was named by a Coroner as Shandee’s

killer. John has consistently denied killing Shandee. Read more

William Daniel

A suspect in Shandee’s murder and a convicted criminal. William Daniel, 22 years

old in 2013, already held a significant criminal history involving drug use, violence

and carrying knives. He has denied any wrongdoing.

Jaspreet Pandher

A taxi driver and the only eyewitness to Shandee’s murder. Jaspreet Pandher was

driving his maxi taxi on the night Shandee was murdered. On the corner of

Boddington Street he witnessed what he later said looked like two people fighting

over a handbag. As Jaspreet performed a U-turn up the road, he spotted a figure

running across an open paddock. The specific details Pandher remembered from

that evening were rigorously tested in proceedings at John Peros’s murder trial and

later the inquest into Shandee’s death.

Ringo Tapim

Ringo, then 37, was watching a movie at his father’s flat in Boddington Street when

he heard desperate choking sounds coming from outside. From his balcony he saw

Shandee doubled over on the street below. He looked for an assailant but saw no-

one. His emergency call is raw and emotional as he pleads desperately for

paramedics to arrive. Ringo named his daughter Ndeesha after the young woman

that couldn’t be saved that night. Read more

Detective Sergeant Lisa Elkins

A Mackay local, Lisa Elkins grew up not far from where Shandee was murdered.

The detective went to the scene a short time after police were alerted to the

stabbing. When a young constable spotted an iPhone 3 in a distinctive lime-green

casing as a nurse removed Shandee’s clothes at the hospital, Lisa told another officer

to punch in an emergency code, bypassing the phone’s privacy lock, and leading to

Shandee being quickly identified. Lisa would go on to lead the murder investigation,

execute a number of key search and seizure warrants, deploy covert strategies, and

talk to all of the key persons of interest and suspects.
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Peter Cowan

Peter Cowan was one of the first police officers to appear on the scene in

Boddington Street. His digital voice recorder captured police efforts to establish a

crime scene and organise search efforts for potentially valuable evidence. It also

captured a grim forecast in a report to base – that the girl being rushed to hospital

with multiple stab wounds probably wasn’t going to make it. Read more

Anthony Cowan

Peter’s brother Anthony Cowan, also a police officer, had the unenviable job of

visiting Shandee’s mother Vicki at 4am to tell her that her daughter had passed

away just down the road. Read more

Talitha Favero

Constable Talitha Favero and her patrol partner Phillip Hindmarsh arrived at the

crime scene and were directed by Peter Cowan to go to the Mackay Base Hospital,

where Shandee had just been rushed. They ensured that Shandee’s clothes were

placed in brown paper bags as evidence. Talitha spotted Shandee’s iPhone 3.

Claire Carroll

A university student studying nursing at the time, Claire Carroll was getting work

experience with paramedics when the emergency call came in. She knelt in the

gutter at Boddington Street, rolling Shandee onto her back.

Claire was five years younger than Shandee and they had mutual friends on

Facebook. Amid chaotic scenes as distressed onlookers urged the ambulance crew

to save Shandee’s life, Claire started doing strong and hard compressions - heart

massage. But Shandee was dying.

Sheeana

A good friend of Shandee’s. Sheeana remembers Shandee as a sweet, kind and

caring person. She says she felt happy for Shandee when she met Arron Macklin a

few months before she died. She recalls Shandee’s toxic relationship with her ex-

boyfriend John Peros, including nasty posts John made on Facebook directed at

Shandee.

Episode 2: Sweating Bullets

Jarrod Hau

A mutual friend of John Peros and Shandee Blackburn, Jarrod Hau introduced

Shandee and John at Mackay’s Envy Nightclub in mid-2011. He told his friends not

to develop feelings for each other because he believed the older amateur boxer with

trust issues wouldn’t match well with the popular 23-year-old hospitality worker.

John and Jarrod stopped talking to each other sometime before Shandee’s death

after John discovered that Jarrod had slept with his roommate’s girlfriend. He said

https://www.theaustralian.com.au/podcasts/shandees-story-the-most-gruesome-murder-i-ever-saw/news-story/bf187ef356e05a73a7e8fc1350806063
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that despite having no involvement, John took this discovery badly, ending their

friendship. Jarrod is deeply troubled by Shandee’s murder and the ferocity of the

attack that took her life.

Zara Charles

John’s friend in 2013, Zara Charles was the first person to visit John Peros at his flat

in Evan Street with news of Shandee’s murder. To Zara, John appeared oblivious to

the news. She said that after telling John that Shandee had been murdered, he

squatted on the floor of his unit and repeated words such as “holy shit”, “when?”,

and “where?” and said that he didn’t know how he was supposed to feel.

Steve Calicetto

Steve Calicetto and John Peros were mates in Sydney before they moved to Mackay

separately in the mid-2000s. Steve accompanied John Peros on a fishing trip and

then to a work barbeque on February 8, the day leading up to Shandee’s murder. He

told police that John was a generous person, and that he didn’t believe John was

violent or short-tempered. He added that John never mentioned to him that

Shandee was back in Mackay before her murder.

Trina Brown

Shandee’s former boss at the Envy Nightclub in Mackay and friend of John Peros.

Trina sometimes saw John and Shandee together when they were out socializing in

Mackay’s nightclubs. She told police she was present for a conversation in

December 2012 between John Peros and a friend, during which John spoke about

his feelings towards his ex-partner Shandee. Trina told police that she couldn’t

remember if she told Peros that Shandee was back in town during this conversation,

but that it was possible that she did.

Jon Kent

A police detective investigating Shandee’s murder. Jon Kent visited Shandee’s former

boyfriend John Peros at his flat the day after Shandee’s murder. A hidden digital

voice recorder captured Jon Kent convincing a reluctant Peros to give a police

statement. It also captured Jon Kent and another officer commenting that Peros

appeared very nervous while he was sitting in the police station waiting to give his

statement. Read more

Arnold Di Carlo

A friend of Shandee who worked in Mackay’s hospitality industry. Arnold told

police that before Shandee moved to the Gold Coast, she told him that she’d been

arguing with her ex-partner to the point that he wanted to kill her. Arnold said that

when he told her not to worry about it, Shandee again said that her ex-partner

wanted to kill her. At the time, Arnold wasn’t sure if Shandee was referring to John

or a previous boyfriend. He told police that John was polite and easy to get along

with, and that Shandee had never really said bad things about him before.

https://www.theaustralian.com.au/nation/shandee-blackburns-former-boyfriend-john-peros-sweating-bullets/news-story/b4bc28e2ff6d6f332fb1fcc62ca74434
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David Marsters

A friend of Shandee’s who worked in Mackay’s hospitality industry, David Marsters

told police that Shandee would sometimes come to him crying after arguments

with John but that she never talked about violence in the relationship. David didn’t

approve of Shandee’s relationship with John. He said he told Shandee that John

manipulated her, but said she wouldn’t believe him.

Episode 3: Toxic Love

Nicola Curro

A friend and colleague of Shandee’s on the Gold Coast. Nicola and Shandee worked

together at a door-to-door marketing job selling donation packages for charities.

They were easy friends and Nicola said they enjoyed working together. Nicola said

that Shandee was hesitant to speak about her relationship difficulties with John

Peros but it was clear to her that Shandee was upset by what she said were

threatening messages from John. Read more

Breanna Shepheard

A friend and colleague of Shandee’s on the Gold Coast. A Canadian citizen working

in Australia in 2012, Breanna was Shandee’s manager at her door-to-door marketing

job on the Gold Coast. She remembers Shandee as shy and very sweet. Breanna

witnessed the recorded messages passing between Shandee and a man she believes

was John Peros through an app called HeyTell. She believes the messages were

manipulative and abusive.

Steven Phillips

A friend, colleague and later roommate of Shandee’s on the Gold Coast. Shandee

lived with Steve for a brief period on the Gold Coast and they had a short fling.

Shandee told Steve about her ex-boyfriend John Peros and the trust issues that

affected their relationship. Steve recalls hearing toxic rows between John and

Shandee over the voice-messaging app Heytell while he lived with Shandee.

According to Steve, Shandee told him that her ex said that if he wanted to have her

killed, all he needed was to make “one phone call,” and that if she were a man, he’d

“drop” her.

Jess

John Peros’s ex-girlfriend and later a friend of Shandee. Jess and John Peros dated

for about eighteen months in late 2009 and 2010, and then Jess moved to live on

the Gold Coast. She said that John was very caring, understanding and passionate in

their relationship, and she never saw him be violent with her or anyone else. When

Shandee moved to the Gold Coast after John broke up with her in early 2012 she

became friends with Jess. Peros was aware of the friendship - he’d introduced them

in the first place. Jess and Shandee had a brief intimate fling while they were

together on the Gold Coast. They agreed to keep it a secret from John.

https://www.theaustralian.com.au/podcasts/shandee-blackburn-he-told-me-i-can-make-you-dead-said-murder-victim/news-story/12ee8ee7d6a583e7e5a47344748c97be
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Daniel McLaren

A friend of Shandee’s, Daniel McLaren was told about Shandee’s relationship

problems in early 2012 via text message exchanges. Shandee informed Daniel of the

arguments she was having with John about trust issues stemming from a pregnancy

scare she kept from John while he was in Thailand. Shandee wasn’t pregnant but

she told Daniel the false-positive tests created more trust issues in the relationship.

Daniel told Shandee to stop putting up with what he perceived were John’s

insecurities.

Jeff Poots

John’s psychologist in Mackay in 2012. Jeff Poots saw John throughout 2012

following his breakup with Shandee. Jeff Poots was visited by police after Shandee’s

murder and had his notes from sessions with John seized under a search warrant.

Mr. Poots’s notes reveal a young man suffering from depression, anxiety stemming

from childhood experiences and what John described as a “panic” after having

turned thirty. Mr. Poots said that John never mentioned any violent thoughts about

Shandee.

Dr Ambica Jha

John’s psychiatrist in 2012. Dr. Ambica Jha wrote detailed notes which would later

be seized by detectives investigating Shandee’s murder. In his notes, Dr. Jha

observed John suffering excessive ruminations, sleeping difficulties, and an inability

to build trust, symptoms he believed had been exacerbated by his breakup with

Shandee.

Dr Graham Futter

John’s psychiatrist in 2012. Dr. Futter gave evidence at John’s Supreme Court trial in

2017. He observed similar symptoms as John’s other mental health professionals and

explored further into John’s troubled childhood. From what he observed, Dr. Futter

did not believe John posed a threat to himself or anybody else.

Dr Praveen Jayaram

John’s general practitioner in Mackay. John reported deteriorating mental health to

Dr. Jayaram in March 2012. Following his break-up with Shandee that month, John

began visiting Dr. Jayaram regularly, received a mental health care plan and a

referral to a psychologist and two psychiatrists, as well as prescriptions of anti-

depressants. In October 2012 John reported to Dr. Jayaram that he was feeling

much better and had ceased all medication and therapy.

Episode 4: Stealth Mode

Louise Holme

A former friend of John Peros. Mother Louise Holme met John Peros through

Mackay’s nightclub scene. She describes John as thoughtful, sweet and helpful to his
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friends. After a sexual encounter with John, Louise said she saw photos of her high-

heel shoes, her dress and her necklace on John’s bedroom floor posted to his

Facebook page. She said John hadn’t mentioned to her that he’d taken the photos.

Louise found it hard to believe that John had any involvement in the murder of his

former girlfriend.

Myra Irwin

A former friend of John Peros from Mackay’s nightclub scene. Myra Irwin provided

police with John Peros’s address the day after Shandee’s murder. She spoke to John

shortly after Shandee’s murder and asked him if he had killed her. She said he

replied “no” and added that he didn’t even know Shandee was back in town. Myra

confirmed that she saw photos that John had posted to Facebook of her friend

Louise Holme’s personal belongings on the floor of John’s bedroom.

Greven Breadsell

The president of the Pioneer Valley Boxing Club where John Peros trained as an

amateur boxer. Greven, whose name is a combination of Graham and Kevin,

remembers John Peros as a naturally talented athlete and a powerful boxer. He

describes John as a super athlete who could punch well with both hands. He also

describes John as a nice bloke – gentle, well-spoken - who got along well with

everyone. Greven was shocked to discover that John was a person of interest in

Shandee’s murder.

Paul Turnbull

A security and hospitality worker in Mackay’s nightclub scene who knew John and

Shandee. Paul Turnbull had a brief casual relationship with Shandee before she met

John Peros. He also knew John Peros from Mackay’s nightclub scene. He recalls that

Peros would sometimes step in and help Paul restrain and calm alcohol-fuelled

violence outside the nightclubs. Paul describes getting a message out of the blue

from John shortly before John started dating Shandee, asking him about the young

hospitality worker and what she was like. Paul thinks about Shandee often and

wonders how no one has been brought to justice for her murder.

John Berardi

A friend of John and Shandee’s. John Berardi met John Peros and Shandee through

his nephew, Jarrod Hau. Peros texted John Berardi before he started dating

Shandee, asking him for his opinion on the popular young hospitality worker. John

Berardi thought Peros was a nice person and that John and Shandee looked like a

normal couple. He found it hard to believe Peros was a person of interest in

Shandee’s murder.

Sharlene Perry

A former long-term friend of John Peros and Australia Day witness. Sharlene Perry

told police in March 2013 that on Australia Day, two weeks before Shandee’s

murder, John said that he hated Shandee and had said something like: “she would

be better off dead,” but added that she wasn’t certain if these were the exact words
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John used. Sharlene said that John visited her house after Shandee’s murder, telling

her that she did not have to speak to police and that he had spoken to a lawyer and

had a new phone. The impromptu visit made Sharlene uncomfortable. According to

Sharlene, while standing at the bottom of her driveway before departing, John

acknowledged his new motor scooter parked down the road and told Sharlene that

he was in “stealth mode.”

Nicole Hutchinson

A former friend of John Peros and Australia Day witness. Nicole Hutchinson told

police a similar story to that alleged by her friend Sharlene Perry. She said that on

the evening of Australia Day 2013, John told his friends that he hated Shandee. She

said John was emotional and that he appeared to still have hate inside of him. She

added that the comments were out of character for the usually easy-going John.

Liam Aleman

A former friend of John Peros and Australia Day witness. Another Australia Day

witness who told police that he heard John Peros say he hated Shandee on a

national holiday two weeks before her murder. Liam added that he could “vividly”

remember John saying he wanted to stab her, too. He didn’t know John was

referring to Shandee at the time. Liam is Sharlene Perry’s nephew.

Melissa Oliver

Liam Aleman’s girlfriend in 2013. Melissa didn’t hear John’s alleged comments on

Australia Day 2013. Rather, Melissa said she was inside the house when she

overheard Nichole Hutchinson and Sharlene Perry talking about what John had

said about his former partner and how the comments had struck them both as

strange.

Dr Georgina Heydon

A forensic linguistic expert and Associate Professor at RMIT University in Victoria.

Dr. Heydon analysed a document John Peros had written and sent to Shandee titled

‘Things about Shandee I don’t like’. She was able to determine that John’s spelling

was extremely unusual, with certain words spelt in ways that were unique when

compared against a vast database of spellings. Her conclusion was that John had

authored the document.

Scott Furlong

A police detective investigating Shandee’s murder. Scott Furlong arrived in Mackay

from his base in Brisbane about 12 hours after Shandee was murdered. Investigating

crime is in Scott Furlong’s blood – he’s a descendant of generations of police officers

in his family. Scott played an important role in the police investigation into

Shandee’s death, codenamed Operation Lima Zimzala. He visited John Peros’s flat

the day after Shandee’s murder to get a police statement and investigated another

person of interest, William Daniel. He also contacted the American FBI to try and

find new leads in the murder investigation. Scott is retired but he spoke about his

role in the police investigation from his property just outside of Brisbane.
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Episode 5: Willy D

Barbara Briggs

A detective investigating Shandee’s murder. Detective Sergeant Barbara Briggs

followed up on information received by police about a potential person of interest

in Shandee’s murder. It led Barbara and Detective Senior Constable Christina

Davage to the town of Sarina, about 45 minutes south of Mackay, to speak to

Celeste Walsh who shared concerning rumours about William Daniel, a young man

with an extensive criminal record.

Celeste Walsh

Celeste Walsh told police about rumours circulating around local criminal William

Daniel suggesting he was involved in Shandee’s murder. Celeste said she’d heard

these rumours through her son, Basil, and had decided to call Crime Stoppers to

inform the police. The information she gave to detectives prompted them to start

asking tough questions of the 22-year-old self-styled gangster who called himself

“The Black Prince” on Facebook.

Levii Blackman

Levii told police that William Daniel had claimed in a brief chat that he ‘did it’ -

killed Shandee. 17-year-old Levii Blackman told detectives that William Daniel was

walking near flats in James Street where William was staying with his partner

Keiarra Tass. Levii said that when he asked William about the sirens coming from

nearby Boddington Street, William replied that there’d been a murder and said: “I

did it.” Levii said the brief exchange occurred soon after the frenzied knife attack

that took Shandee’s life just after midnight. Levii said that William was with his

cousin and good mate Norman Dorante. Levii was uncertain if William was telling

the truth or joking. He told police that William and Norman had no blood on them

and didn’t appear to be carrying any weapons. These disclosures and all the

rumours led detectives to exhaustively investigate William Daniel as a person of

interest.

Norman Dorante

A person of interest in Shandee’s murder and William Daniel’s cousin and good

mate. According to Levii Blackman, Norman Dorante was with William Daniel on

the night of Shandee’s murder when William said ‘I did it’. Norman denies playing

any role in Shandee’s murder, and his physique doesn’t match with the running

person captured on CCTV footage and the assailant described by taxi-driver

Jaspreet Pandher. Norman was in custody in the Rockhampton Watchhouse when

police visited him with questions about Shandee’s murder. He refused to give a

statement and he said he knew nothing about the murder - he volunteered that he

was with his partner on the night.

Keiarra Tass
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William Daniel’s partner at the time of Shandee’s murder. Keiarra Tass lived in a flat

in James Street, a short walk from the scene of Shandee’s murder. Her partner

William Daniel was living with her in February 2013 and Norman Dorante would

regularly sleep over. Keiarra was questioned by detectives on multiple occasions.

She told detectives that knives were always missing from the knife block in her flat

and that William sometimes carried kitchen knives – and a meat cleaver – for

protection. She told police that William was with her on the night Shandee was

assaulted and maintained that William had nothing to do with Shandee’s murder.

Telitah Pearson

William Daniel’s former partner. Telitah Pearson was living in Broome, Western

Australia in 2013 with her family and her two young children fathered by William

Daniel. In April, William Daniel visited Telitah and their children in Broome but

did not stay long, leaving for Wyong, New South Wales. While in Broome, Telitah

said that William spoke about how he had been caught up in rumours about

Shandee’s murder. She told detectives he firmly denied any involvement. William

Daniel returned to Mackay in late 2013 and was soon charged with going armed so

as to cause fear, an offence which landed him in Capricornia Correctional Centre.

William’s calls to Telitah from prison were recorded and captured his frustration

and mistrust with the police investigation as well as moments of fury where he

threatened violence against Telitah’s boyfriend.

Priscilla Seden

William Daniel’s mother. Priscilla Seden told police that she was living with her son

William Daniel and his partner Keiarra Tass in Keiarra’s flat in James Street at the

time of Shandee’s murder. A cleaner working two jobs and a single mother, Priscilla

told detectives that she arrived home from work around midnight on the night

Shandee was murdered and saw William and Keiarra already asleep in their

bedroom. She added that her son William was hard to keep track of and that she

hardly saw him, except when he needed money or was having relationship troubles.

She said they had a cup of tea in the morning hours after Shandee had died, and

talked about the murder just down the road.

Episode 6: Losing It

Poppy Peros

Detectives visited John Peros’s sister Poppy and mother Maria at their expensive

waterfront home in Sydney with questions about John and Shandee. Poppy and her

mother said that John had never mentioned Shandee by name and had not been

home since Christmas – Poppy added that she knew John had gone to a funeral in

Mackay but didn’t know any specific details. Retired detective Scott Furlong

described the visit, saying John’s family were welcoming but couldn’t shed light on

anything new and did not provide police statements. Poppy was present when John

had his firearms license revoked by police at his flat in Evan Street. She visited

Mackay a number of times to support John through the police investigation and

subsequent court hearings.

Aaron Walker
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A police detective investigating Shandee’s murder. Detective Senior Constable

Aaron Walker from the State Crime Command played a major role in Operation

Lima Zimzala, the homicide investigation into Shandee’s death. Aaron made

enquiries with some of John Peros’s close friends including John’s former boxing

partner Mick Coles and his wife Maria. Mick Coles had given a brief and

uncontroversial statement to police describing his friendship with John – it

contained nothing bad about John – but a frustrated Mick told Detective Aaron

Walker in a phone call that John had interpreted his brief statement as a betrayal of

trust and this ruined their friendship.

Michael and Maria Coles

Michael and Maria Coles were close friends of John Peros – they knew him through

his boxing training and he visited them on regular occasions for dinner. Peros, who

is godfather to Mick and Maria’s child, cut ties with his former friends after he

became a person of interest in Shandee’s murder. Mick Coles expressed frustration

with detectives visiting him with questions about John, telling them that Peros had

become suspicious of everybody and adding that John was “losing it” under the

pressure of the investigation. Mick and Maria’s statements to police contain nothing

bad about their friend John and there was no reason for John to feel upset by their

brief interactions with detectives. But Maria told police that John said he was

avoiding anyone who knew anything about Shandee and had told her that she and

her husband were at the top of his list. Maria said that in the same conversation

John had quickly changed the topic and started talking about his family adding that

he was ‘good as gold’. Maria said in her words it was like John was ‘bipolar.’

Cameron Maltby

Cameron Maltby and his brother Jason were friends with John Peros and met John

through the Pioneer Valley Boxing Club. After John and Shandee split up, John

reported to Cameron that he was taking antidepressants and was hoping that

getting back into boxing would help him out of his depressive state. Cameron

Maltby told police that John was upset by what he alleged were rumours Shandee

was spreading about him having a sexually transmitted disease. Cameron added that

John said some not very nice things about Shandee and wished her harm but said

he couldn’t remember the exact words – he said he thought these were just the

usual comments after a bad breakup. Cameron told police that John had thanked

him for touching and getting his fingerprints on a Glock pistol John owned in a

visit to John’s flat after Shandee’s murder. Maltby told police something else: that

when he’d spoken generally to John about who would want to kill Shandee, John

said that he’d thought about it a couple of times. Cameron said in his witness

statement that he took this comment to mean that “John had thought about killing

Shandee”. He added that he didn’t think much of this comment either as he knew

John was upset about his breakup with Shandee.

Ricky Bird

A Mackay Toyota salesman who assisted police in identifying the vehicle of interest

seen in CCTV footage on the night of Shandee’s murder. Ricky Bird used printouts

of CCTV images to observe a number of distinctive features on the vehicle of

interest seen driving around Mackay before and after Shandee’s murder. Ricky was

confident that the vehicle was an older model Toyota Hilux from the 1992-1997
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model range and his observations were corroborated by another Toyota salesman.

Ricky would later be called to give evidence at John’s 2017 murder trial.

Episode 7: Bad Science

Episode 8: Charge

Episode 9: Fast Hands

Dr Kirsty Wright

Dr Kirsty Wright is one of Australia’s most highly regarded forensic biologists and

has been a valued and trusted scientist for the Queensland Government and for

numerous state and federal agencies. She led the expansion of the National

Criminal Investigation DNA Database for federal agency CrimTrac in 2007, and the

Queensland Skeletal Remains Project, dedicated to identifying long-term missing

persons.

A committed DNA expert, Kirsty spent several years in the Queensland Health

forensic biology laboratory, working as a technician and then as a senior scientist.

For nine years she was a senior lecturer teaching forensic science at Griffith

University. While there she ran a program called Master of Science in Forensic

Science, Crime Scene Examination, and helped Queensland police improve their

crime scene examination processes. Her work in forensics after the 2002 Bali

Bombings, and then in 2005 as DNA Team Leader for the International Disaster

Victim Identification effort in Thailand after the Boxing Day tsunami, is

acknowledged as gold-standard. Her methodological advice was integral in

identifying the fragile skeletal remains of murdered 13-year-old Daniel Morcombe.

Kirsty was awarded the prestigious Churchill Fellowship to investigate methods of

identifying missing people in 2004. She is a reservist and officer in the Royal

Australian Air Force and has worked in remote locations overseas identifying the

remains of Australian soldiers from historical conflicts.

Kirsty has been working closely with Hedley Thomas and she is alarmed by

evidence she has found showing that there have been serious mistakes in the testing

processes of the laboratory handling forensic samples in Shandee’s case. She says the

Queensland Government-run lab should be suspended and an independent audit

undertaken of the lab’s results and processes. She wants the forensic samples in

Shandee’s case retested by an independent laboratory – and believes that doing so

could expose Shandee’s killer. Her findings could have serious consequences – for

Shandee’s case and possibly unknown others. Read more

Adrian Brock

An experienced police scientific officer, in 2013 the then Sergeant Adrian Brock

collected many forensic samples in Shandee’s case which were sent to a Queensland

Government forensic laboratory for DNA analysis. Brock conducted a forensic

examination upon Shandee’s body, collecting samples from tape lifts, fingernail

scrapings, loose hairs and swabs of blood.

Brock reported that presumptive testing in John Peros’s vehicle had returned

positive indications in 12 areas for the presence of blood. He took swabs from these

https://www.theaustralian.com.au/nation/shut-lab-down-dna-fiasco-in-shandee-blackburn-murder-case/news-story/3c4a064595eda573a0a9bd6b0c763f1c
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areas and sent them to the forensic lab for further testing; however, after the lab

reported: “No DNA detected”, Brock concluded that the substance probably wasn’t

blood. Brock also took a total of 51 samples from John’s dirty car and when the lab

tested 33 of these, none of the trace DNA samples returned a DNA profile of the

owner and driver, John – a bizarre result as John’s DNA should have carpeted the

inside of his car.

Craig Eberhardt

John Peros’s committed criminal defence barrister who ran a spirited and successful

defence for John, charged with the murder and armed robbery of Shandee

Blackburn. Mentored by staunch criminal defence advocate and lawyer Terry

O’Gorman, Craig Eberhardt’s passionate advocacy of John’s innocence across a

murder trial and later a coronial inquest gave him a deep appreciation of all the

evidence, as well as the accounts of many witnesses, several of whom he cross-

examined rigorously. His close attention to detail has earned him the respect of

cops including retired detective Scott Furlong. Several police officers have said that

if they were charged with a serious offence, they would want Craig Eberhardt to

defend them in court.

At John Peros’s murder trial, Craig Eberhardt pointed the finger at William Daniel,

arguing that the knife-wielding criminal with a violent record and shaky alibi was

Shandee’s real killer. He argued that the prosecution could not show that the

running man seen in CCTV footage was John Peros - or even Shandee’s killer.

Throughout the court proceedings Craig worked hard to ensure his client got a fair

trial and that evidence Craig believed was unfair or prejudicial to his client would

be excluded. Craig is a barrister who can communicate complex evidence to a jury

while creating compelling arguments for his client’s innocence. At his murder trial,

John was found ‘not guilty’ by a jury in less than two hours.

Dan Rogers

John Peros’s criminal defence solicitor who represented John at his murder trial

and a later coronial inquest. Dan Rogers is a staunch defender of his client’s rights,

particularly in criminal cases where he believes an individual is vulnerable against

the vast resources of the state. Dan says supporting his client’s mental wellbeing is

important during the difficult court process. Dan Rogers prepared John Peros’s

criminal defence for his 2017 murder trial, alongside barrister Craig Eberhardt who

cross-examined witnesses in court. Dan cross-examined several witnesses himself

during the 12-day trial. A jury took less than two hours to acquit John Peros of

murder.

Chad Davis

Detective Sergeant Chad Davis analysed and compiled CCTV footage that showed

Shandee’s walk home from Harrup Park, a figure running hard towards her and

then back, and a vehicle of interest detectives alleged was John Peros’s Toyota

Hilux. Detectives Chad Davis and Lisa Elkins spoke to John Peros in an interview

room at the Queensland Police headquarters in Brisbane in early September 2014,

playing for John the compiled CCTV footage on a TV screen. John refused to look

up at the screen and complained that detectives were harassing him. Chad told

John that watching the footage would enable him to make an informed decision
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and that detectives had a right to investigate offences. John maintained that he had

no interest in watching the footage or answering any questions.

In the same room a few minutes later, the detectives arrested John for the murder

and armed robbery of Shandee Blackburn – Chad Davis informed John that they

had played the footage to give him one last chance to explain his movements on the

night of Shandee’s murder. The compiled footage – the result of hundreds of hours

of analysis by Chad Davis and other detectives – formed a large part of the

circumstantial case against John.

Dr Zacharia Couper

A biomechanics expert who specialises in the analysis of how biological tissues

respond to force, Dr Couper prepared a detailed 57-page report for police which

closely examined the nature of Shandee’s wounds. He concluded that the assailant

likely restrained Shandee’s right wrist and the cluster of wounds to the left side of

Shandee’s body indicated the assailant likely held the blade in his right hand. Dr

Couper commented at a pre-trial hearing that an assault involving 22 blows could

be delivered in a little over ten seconds. He cited a study examining sharp

instrument homicides which found the head, face and neck of the victim’s body was

targeted more by intimate partners than strangers. Dr Couper was not a witness at

John’s Supreme Court murder trial.

Justin Vella

A cane farmer who found a knife in a cane field on his family’s farm called Mystery

Plains north of Mackay on the road to Seaforth. About six months after Shandee’s

slaying, Justin Vella and his father were cutting plants on their farm when they

discovered what Justin described as a large serrated-edge carving knife under a

heavy rock. The knife’s handle had been snapped off and Justin – who pig-hunted

in his youth - said the blade was stained with blood. Justin believed the blade’s

concealment under a rock not far from the road was suspicious, and he

immediately called police who sent two detectives from the Operation Lima

Zimzala taskforce investigating Shandee’s murder to the property and seized the

blade as evidence. The blade tested positive with a Combur strip for blood; however,

the lab didn’t fully test the blade and reported: “No DNA Detected”.

Magistrate Damien Dwyer

Magistrate Damien Dwyer presided over a 2016 Committal Hearing in which

evidence about Shandee’s murder was shown in a public court for the first time.

While leaving the witness box after giving evidence on day four, William Daniel

directed comments towards John Peros which Magistrate Dwyer viewed as a threat

– he ordered William Daniel to be taken into custody so he could be spoken to at

the end of the day. Magistrate Dwyer authorised a forensic procedure order in

February 2014, which enabled detectives investigating Shandee’s murder to take

John Peros’s DNA and fingerprints, as well as photograph and video him.

Episode 10: Blood

Justice James Henry
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The Supreme Court judge presiding over John Peros’s 2017 murder trial who heard

lengthy debate about the admissibility of evidence. At a pre-trial hearing, Justice

Henry ruled that ‘blood’ detected by a police scientific officer in 12 areas of John’s

car was inadmissible evidence because the presumptive Luminol testing was not

conclusive – it was not known whether or not there really was blood in the car. The

lack of hard evidence in the Crown case prompted Justice Henry to comment that

it “had the sniff of a very weak case” and he wondered aloud whether police had

charged the right person or if they should have taken more time before charging

John. Justice Henry indicated a view early on that there was a case for calling Levii

Blackman as a witness – a decision the prosecutor steadfastly refused to make. As

the trial progressed, Justice Henry would have to decide if he was going to make the

extremely rare decision to call Levii himself.

Josh Phillips

The prosecutor who ran John Peros’s 2017 murder trial. Josh Phillips, a busy

prosecutor with other cases to run for the Office of the Director of Public

Prosecutions, faced fierce resistance by John’s passionate Brisbane barrister Craig

Eberhardt at John’s murder trial. Phillips was less experienced and appeared to

some to be a milder personality than Eberhardt. The trial didn’t start positively for

Josh Phillips when the judge’s associate arraigning John Peros accidentally read out

the prosecutor’s name – before being quickly corrected. Phillips argued a defence-

led biomechanics expert’s evidence involving a video of a pig carcass being stabbed

should be excluded. Phillips also wanted to exclude Levii Blackman from appearing

as a witness at John’s trial, arguing in court that Levii had proven to be completely

unreliable and a self-confessed liar. The debate about Levii Blackman’s inclusion or

exclusion as a witness continued throughout the trial.

Dr Brian McDonald

A molecular geneticist and DNA expert witness hired by John Peros’s legal defence

team for his 2017 murder trial. Dr Brian McDonald reviewed police Scientific

Officer Adrian Brock’s statement which referenced ‘blood’ in 12 areas of John

Peros’s car. Dr McDonald reported that Brock didn’t exclude substances known to

cause false positives and no DNA profile from areas marked as ‘blood’ were

detected, indicating Brock’s references to ‘blood’ appeared to be “based more on

wishful thinking than science.” He cited the notorious case of Lindy Chamberlain,

in which forensic stuff-ups caused a shocking miscarriage of justice, resulting in

Lindy being charged with the murder of her baby, who she always maintained was

taken by a dingo.

Dr Andrew Short

An expert witness in forensic biomechanics whose evidence John Peros’s criminal

defence team wanted to include at John’s 2017 murder trial. Dr Short tasked his

local butcher, Mario, with repeatedly stabbing a pig carcass to simulate Shandee’s

frenzied stabbing and gain insight into the amount of force and time the attack

required. The pig-carcass stabbing was recorded for the jury to watch, if admitted as

evidence. Dr Short had not addressed the extent to which pig skin differs from

human skin, causing trial judge James Henry to express doubt about the

admissibility of the evidence.
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Episode 11: Lollies

Episode 12: Herring & Shark

Forensic biologist - not named for legal reasons

A Queensland Health forensic scientist who reported on many of the DNA and

presumed blood samples in Shandee’s case and became an important witness at

John Peros’s murder trial. The scientist was cross-examined at length by John’s

defence lawyer about a DNA likelihood ratio of six showing ‘slight support’ for a

possible contribution to a crime-scene partial DNA sample by local criminal

William Daniel. The scientist tried to explain the evidence was statistically

“meaningless”, referring to the fact that a real DNA link or match returned a result

in the billions. His comment about the ratio being “meaningless” drew rebuke from

John’s lawyer as well as the judge.

Professor David Williams

A Queensland Government pathologist with over thirty years’ experience who

conducted Shandee’s autopsy days after her murder. Professor William’s autopsy

report lists in dry medical terms the wounds Shandee suffered, three of which the

pathologist observed were ‘particularly significant’ wounds to Shandee’s neck, chest

and forehead. At John Peros’s murder trial, Professor Williams estimated there were

23 to 25 stab and slash wounds to Shandee’s body in total including defence injuries

to Shandee’s fingers as she tried to resist the frenzied attack. The pathologist said

that part of Shandee’s scalp had been sheared off in the attack, a blow he said would

have taken “severe force” to inflict. At a later inquest the highly experienced

pathologist described the number of wounds as “horrific” and suggested the attack

happened “fairly quickly” and with “maximum force”.

Rachel Ratahi

The former partner of Norman Dorante. Rachel Ratahi confirmed at John Peros’s

murder trial that her former on-again, off-again partner Norman Dorante, father of

her young daughter, was violent and threatening towards her during their

relationship. She told police that she’d sent Norman a text message shortly after the

murder, telling him to be careful as the streets weren’t safe at night, to which she

said Norman replied: “I’m all good because I’m the one who killed her”. Rachel said

she was “pretty sure” Norman was joking and added that he had a very dry sense of

humour. A single mother caring for her young daughter, Rachel recalled passing

Shandee’s memorial with Norman and her daughter shortly after the murder when

she said Norman joked about stomping on the flowers. She told police that Norman

carried knives for protection including a 20-centimetre blade with a creamy white

handle.

Georgia Terry

A TV reporter based in Mackay in 2013 and covering the murder trial for Seven

News, Georgia Terry had been told by her police contacts that they were very

confident Shandee’s killer was the man on trial - and that he would be convicted.

Georgia reported on each day’s evidence before and after the interruption caused

by Cyclone Debbie. The young reporter said the thrust of John’s defence lawyer’s
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arguments and his powerful cross examinations of some of the witnesses were

effective and intimidating at times. She recalled John being quiet and inscrutable as

the trial unfolded. Georgia said Shandee’s mother Vicki, her partner Paul

Beardmore and Vicki’s daughter Shannah were clearly under great strain however

they remained friendly and kind to the media contingent.

Episode 13: Unheard Evidence

Kristy Bell

A criminal lawyer who represented Shandee and her family at a 2019 inquest,

Kristy Bell read every document in the enormous brief in Shandee’s case - and

supports Shandee’s family in the pursuit of justice. Kristy has both prosecuted and

defended clients facing criminal charges and has been scathing about John’s

treatment of Shandee during and after their relationship, labelling his behaviour as

domestic violence. She says the tenuous purported DNA link between William

Daniel and the murder raised at John’s 2017 trial would “absolutely not” be

admissible if William Daniel were facing the murder charges – agreeing it is “bad

evidence”. Kristy remains a strong and trusted figure for Shandee’s family and

continues to support them through the challenges in Shandee’s case.

Dr Angela van Daal

A leading forensic scientist who has her own concerns about the Queensland

forensic lab and says problems with the lab go back almost twenty years, during

which time she has been appalled by the errors she has discovered during reviews.

She says she has raised her serious concerns with the lab before but to her

knowledge nothing has been done about them. Dr van Daal’s impressive credentials

put her in a strong position to comment on the Queensland lab’s issues. She is

working in the United States with the scientist renowned as the guru of DNA, Dr

Bruce Budowle. She has a PhD in molecular genetics, has worked in Adelaide’s

Forensic Science Laboratory and was instrumental in setting up accreditation

requirements for forensic laboratories Australia-wide. She says there needs to be an

external review of the lab’s practices, its training, and the quality of the work being

produced – and says that forensic labs in the US have been suspended for producing

similar bad results until the problems were solved.

Kevin Virgona

An acquaintance of John Peros who went fishing with him and friend Steve

Calicetto the day before Shandee’s murder, waking up in the early morning and

boating near Seaforth. Kevin said Steve had just bought the boat and it was the first

time they had taken it out together to a spot about forty minutes north of Mackay.

A Mackay plumber, Kevin told police he went with Steve and John to a work

function afterwards and saw John and Steve leave together.

Scott MacPherson

A person of interest in Operation Lima Zimzala, the police investigation into

Shandee’s murder, and a Mackay criminal with a history of violence. Scott

MacPherson became a person of interest in Shandee’s murder after rumours about

his alleged involvement began circulating around a small group in Mackay. The
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rumours were never substantiated – but Scott MacPherson’s alibi was weak and he

gave conflicting accounts of where he was on the night Shandee was killed. His

criminal history includes stabbing a woman in the breast – and years before

Shandee’s death, he was charged with assaulting Vicki Blackburn after trespassing

on their property in Slade Point. Both police and a coroner ruled out any

involvement from Scott MacPherson, and evidence was thin.

Isaiah Corowa

A person of interest in Operation Lima Zimzala, the police investigation into

Shandee’s murder, and a friend of Scott MacPherson. Like MacPherson, Isaiah

Corowa gave conflicting accounts of his movements on the night of Shandee’s

murder, saying he was with Scott MacPherson at Lamberts Beach in Slade Point but

later admitting that it might have been the night after the murder. Witnesses told

police that they’d seen the man nicknamed “IC” hanging around the area where

Shandee was murdered before. There was no evidence suggesting Corowa was

anywhere near the murder scene on the night Shandee was attacked and he was

ruled out by police and a coroner as a potential killer.

Episode 14: Renewed Hope

Coroner David O’Connell

A magistrate and Queensland’s Mackay-based central coroner who in 2019 ran a

coronial inquest into Shandee’s unsolved death. Coroner David O’Connell was

aware of Shandee’s murder from the beginning – in February 2013 he signed

autopsy documents and authorized a police search warrant on John Peros’s flat.

After John’s acquittal for murder in 2017, the experienced coroner – an endurance

athlete and car enthusiast - began his own investigations, seizing John’s vehicle

under the Coroner’s Act and rejecting multiple requests from John’s lawyers for its

return. In his investigations and the 2019 inquest that followed, O’Connell would

examine a vast brief of evidence, investigate 13 persons of interest, hear evidence

from 53 witnesses, and crawl through John’s rusty Toyota Hilux himself for clues,

eventually discovering a crucial detail missed by detectives.

He released his findings in 2020 in a 77-page report that found John Peros did kill

Shandee in a vicious knife attack – but did not find fresh and compelling evidence

to recommend John be recharged under double jeopardy laws. In February 2022 –

nine years after Shandee’s slaying - Coroner O’Connell formally reopened the

coronial investigation into Shandee’s unsolved murder amid ongoing revelations of

forensic failures by Queensland’s government-run forensics lab.

John Aberdeen

An experienced barrister and counsel assisting coroner David O’Connell at the 2019

inquest into Shandee’s death. John Aberdeen was a level-headed presence in the

Mackay courtroom at Shandee’s inquest as he questioned every witness and

explored evidence from a vast coronial brief. As counsel assisting he advised

Coroner O’Connell on legal arguments and assessed all the evidence himself,

presenting his own submissions to the coroner after the witnesses had given

evidence. Aberdeen was the first to address the inquest in 2019, laying out the

known details of the murder and describing the proceedings as a fact-finding

exercise with the aim of finding the truth of what happened to Shandee. He told the



21/10/2022, 00:39 Shandee’s Story podcast: the people involved in the story of Shandee Blackburn

https://www.theaustralian.com.au/podcasts/shandees-story-podcast-the-people-involved-in-the-story-of-shandee-blackburn/news-story/13c45f7… 20/25

coroner that Shandee’s brutal slaying was a tragedy from which the sugar and

mining town was still recovering.

Lee Smith

A retired surveyor and photogrammetrist, Lee Smith has dedicated hours of his

spare time to extracting clues from grainy CCTV footage and has developed new

methods that he hopes can be used on original CCTV imagery to make a valuable

difference in Shandee’s case. Lee, who has a Master of Applied Science, says police

data collected on hundreds of Toyota Hilux vehicles in Mackay confirms the view

held by detectives and a coroner that the car seen in CCTV footage minutes before

the murder is John’s. Lee believes new technology may be available to enhance the

footage gathered by police and encourages defence experts and other specialists

who could make a valuable difference in Shandee’s case to come forward. The

former chief surveyor for the Brisbane City Council has won national awards for his

surveying work and has previously managed surveying-related technology

development for the Queensland Government. Read more

Jessica Murphy

A plain clothes police officer who confronted John Peros in the Mackay Police

Station car park while on duty just weeks after Shandee’s murder, asking John to

leave and telling him that it was an offence to trespass on government property.

Murphy, who gave a police statement, said she immediately recognised John Peros

and asked him what he was doing, to which John replied words to the effect of “I’m

just looking around.” The interaction, captured on CCTV cameras, shows John

leaving the car park after being confronted by Murphy and another cop. In the

weeks after Shandee’s murder, Jessica Murphy helped coordinate searches of water

drains and Mackay’s waste facility for evidence.

Samantha Bliss

A Mackay-based detective and William Daniel’s ‘aunty’, in May 2013 Detective

Senior Sergeant Samantha Bliss was contacted by William Daniel who was

concerned about the growing police interest in him about Shandee’s murder.

During the friendly telephone call – digitally recorded by Samantha Bliss – the

detective asked William about his whereabouts on the night of the murder and

offered to call the detective who had contacted William the week before. Bliss –

who grew up in Mackay – said prior to this recorded chat she hadn’t seen William

since he was a little boy. Samantha Bliss’s close relationship with lead detective Lisa

Elkins was criticised by John Peros and his lawyer Dan Rogers who sent an official

complaint to the Crime and Corruption Commission suggesting that the detective’s

close friendship had compromised the investigation into William Daniel. The

complaint was rejected, and there was no evidence at all of a cover-up or any

unprofessional behaviour from the two detectives.

Episode 15: Spin Cycles

Jamie Lewis

A Mackay truck driver who is sure he saw Shandee’s handbag in a rubbish dump

next to a pair of new brown work boots just days after her murder. Jamie Lewis

https://www.theaustralian.com.au/nation/shandees-story-new-clue-could-link-chief-suspects-car-to-murder/news-story/cc6c0585b30c64fa1dba35b9f94fc7a2
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called police after talking to his wife about Shandee’s murder and seeing a version

of her handbag in the local newspaper. Jamie later learned that the bag he had

described to police – slightly different to the newspaper version – was an exact

description of Shandee’s real bag which also differed slightly from the photograph in

the newspaper. But detectives took two months to get back to him, compromising

the chances of recovering the handbag from the dump. The Mackay father who has

followed Shandee’s case and met Vicki and Shannah Blackburn says the murder

deeply affected Mackay residents and parents like himself.

Sumara Blackman

Levii Blackman’s fiercely loyal older sister and William Daniel’s neighbour in 2013.

Sumara Blackman told the 2019 inquest that she saw Norman Dorante dressed in

black in her apartment on the night of Shandee’s murder and believed he was

prepared to do a home invasion. She said that on a previous occasion her neighbour

William Daniel had threatened her with a knife and warned her that he would cut

her hands and throat. At the inquest coroner David O’Connell became concerned

by some of Sumara’s off-topic responses prompting him to ask if she was under the

influence of drugs or alcohol, which she denied.

Reece Harrington

William Daniel’s neighbour and Sumara Blackman’s partner. Reece Harrington gave

evidence at the 2019 inquest that he saw Norman Dorante and William Daniel in

Sumara’s flat on the night of the murder and had overheard them talking about

“doing over” or robbing a drug dealer down the road. Reece added that Levii

Blackman was upset in the days after the murder and that Levii had told him that

William and Norman were responsible for the murder.

Celeste Moore

Levii Blackman’s grandmother and an indigenous elder in Mackay who lived a short

distance from the murder scene. Celeste Moore told a 2019 inquest that she saw

Levii Blackman shortly after the murder and that he was visibly upset and refused

to answer her questions. Celeste suspected that Norman Dorante and William

Daniel might have been involved in the murder and shared her suspicions with

police but was able to provide little evidence. She told police that Norman had

visited her house on the morning of the murder, “had the look of fear in his eyes”

and wouldn’t speak to her.

Tiahrnie Davis

William Daniel’s cousin and a witness at the 2019 inquest, Tiahrnie Davis described

a home invasion by William Daniel and two of William’s friends in which she

claimed she participated just weeks before Shandee’s murder. The robbery described

by Tiahrnie was badly botched and one of the men involved left his phone behind.

Tiahrnie added that her cousin William Daniel was armed with a kitchen knife

during the robbery, and told police that William had changed since the murder and

that “everyone in our family thinks Will was involved.”

Gildas Fodera
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A Mackay local and mother of three who told the 2019 inquest she was chased by

an unknown man behind the McDonald’s on the night of Shandee’s murder. Gildas

spent the Friday night of the murder at the Mackay City Bowls Club, leaving around

11 p.m. to walk to McDonald’s for a late-night feed. Gildas said the restaurant was

closed and she had begun to walk home when a man started following, and then

chasing her. Gildas hid under a nearby car until the man had passed, telling the

2019 inquest that it was a terrifying experience she would never forget.

Jason Brown

A Mackay local and person of interest at Shandee’s 2019 inquest. Jason Brown was

kicked out of the Mackay City Bowls Club on the evening of Shandee’s murder. A

bartender, Julie Day, who knew Jason, said he was banned from entering after

threatening to burn it down a few months earlier. He was a big drinker and talker,

Julie added, and she told police months later that he had texted her threatening to

stab her and claiming he’d already stabbed someone else. Brown made similar

comments at a pub in Gladstone and was questioned by a police officer, but said he

was only joking. He was ruled out as having any involvement in Shandee’s murder

by detectives and the coroner.

Episode 16: Running

Isaac Irons

A university student studying journalism who has been working with Shandee’s

Story as a part-time intern, helping journalist Hedley Thomas investigate and

research Shandee’s unsolved murder. Isaac is well across the evidence in Shandee’s

case and has examined the transcripts of John Peros’s 2017 murder trial closely to

find out how much of the trial was spent on the man accused, and how much on

another police suspect, William Daniel. Isaac ran the route of a running man

captured in CCTV footage at night to test the defence theory that it could not be

done. With Vicki Blackburn watching on he showed that a person of average fitness

– Isaac plays touch footy games on the weekend to keep fit – could re-enact the

killer’s footsteps with seconds to spare, disproving the defence theory.

Brett Schnitzerling

A police photographic officer and a crucial witness at the 2019 inquest, Sergeant

Brett Schnitzerling has expertise in CCTV analysis and compared a vehicle of

interest seen in CCTV footage with a re-enactment done using John Peros’s white

Toyota Hilux. The experienced officer said there were no unexplainable differences

between the two vehicles, evidence the coroner later accepted in his findings.

Schnitzerling also created a 3D model of John’s car for the inquest which the

coroner used to examine the vehicle’s missing driver’s side wheel flare and compare

it with the vehicle of interest in CCTV footage, finding that the same wheel flare

was missing from that vehicle too. The link between the missing features was an

important factor in coroner O’Connell’s finding that the vehicle seen in CCTV

footage was John Peros’s white ute.

Episode 17: Through The Cracks
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Sharleen Caruana

A long-time Mackay resident who knew and liked Shandee, Sharleen contacted the

podcast with new information about her sister Rebecca’s visit to John Peros’s flat

shortly after Shandee’s murder. Sharleen said Shandee would often stay over at the

place she shared with her sister Rebecca Davies and they’d discussed doing yoga

together before her murder. Sharleen said her sister Rebecca had told her she felt

sick with fear during her visit to John’s flat with her mutual friend Jarrod Hau and

had tried to put up a front to hide her emotions. Sharleen said Rebecca was

concerned about the smell of fresh paint or bleach in John’s flat and John’s own

concern about which bathroom she used, fearing it might have some connection

with the murder. Sharleen said both her and Rebecca were immediately suspicious

of John when they heard about Shandee’s murder.

Rebecca Davies

One of Shandee’s closest friends who told police she smelt fresh paint in John

Peros’s flat when she visited just hours after police first questioned John. Rebecca’s

close friendship with Shandee is obvious from many text messages where they

discuss deeply personal issues and make plans to move in together. Rebecca told

detectives that she went with mutual friend Jarrod Hau to John’s flat on the Sunday

night after Shandee’s slaying, then drove to the Mackay harbour to chat before

returning to John’s flat until about midnight when they left for Shandee’s vigil. She

told police John seemed unsure which bathroom she should use while at his flat

and mentioned seeing a ladder. She said John told her he was just keeping busy

because he wasn’t working.

Rebecca’s sister Sharleen and another friend say Rebecca’s concerns about the smell

didn’t go away and believe that Rebecca suspected it could have had some

connection to the murder. Like Jarrod Hau, Rebecca has struggled since Shandee’s

murder and remains deeply distressed by the slaying.

Belinda*

A witness and friend of Rebecca Davies who told the podcast she was concerned

about what Rebecca had described as a fresh paint smell in John Peros’s flat just

hours after police first visited John. Belinda, who has asked for her name to be

changed, said she was suspicious because of the fearful way Rebecca told her about

the smell and the timing of the visit. Belinda said she was reluctant to speak out at

all because she was “a little bit fearful” and intimidated by John, saying that when

she gave evidence at the 2019 inquest John had looked at her and shaken his head,

which she interpreted as a sign that he didn’t like her being there. Belinda was

supportive of John early on but now says she feels guilty for walking with him at

Shandee’s vigil and funeral.

Nick Dore

A criminal lawyer from the law firm Fisher Dore Lawyers who assisted his then

colleague Kristy Bell at the 2019 inquest by questioning key witnesses including

John Peros. Nick Dore questioned John at length about his memory issues at the

inquest wanting to know if John was receiving medical treatment for memory

problems so bad that he couldn’t remember his own answer an hour earlier. Dore

clashed with John’s defence barrister Craig Eberhardt over legal issues with both
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experienced lawyers arguing before the coroner over questions Dore wanted to ask

John. During tense questioning Dore put it to John that he had felt calmer when

Shandee left Mackay in 2012, which John denied, saying it didn’t faze him where

Shandee was.

Kath Kerr

An expert in identifying domestic violence who has been working in the domestic

and family violence field for around 15 years. Kath, a qualified social worker, says

she would be very concerned if Shandee had come to her and described her fear of

being harmed by John, and says she would want to unpack Shandee’s fears further

to find out what was happening. Kath has heard many of the messages between

John and Shandee and the witness statements of Shandee’s friends and believes

John had a high amount of control over Shandee and was doing a lot of image

management to maintain that control. Kath’s research has focused on non-physical

forms of domestic violence, and she says partner jealousy and victim fear are both

big risk indicators of escalating control and violence in a relationship. Kath says

trust issues are often a key narrative used by jealous partners to justify control in a

relationship.

Episode 18: Fair Go

Jeffrey Muir

A Brisbane taxi driver who told police that he drove a passenger with a bandaged

right hand to a criminal lawyer’s firm in the week after Shandee’s murder. Jeffrey

said it was the firm of Peter Shields who was then acting for John Peros. Jeffrey gave

a police statement six months after Shandee’s slaying after reading about the case in

The Courier-Mail newspaper’s Qweekend magazine. The story jolted his memory of

a passenger he described as a diesel fitter from Mackay who had fine features, olive

skin and short black hair. The passenger had a new bandage on the webbing of his

right thumb. A biomechanical engineer who studied Shandee’s injuries had told

police that her attacker could have sustained injuries to his right hand. The 63-year-

old taxi driver who grew up in Mackay did not know he’d just described to police

their number one suspect, John Peros.

Dave Fisher

The former editor of the Mackay Daily Mercury newspaper and a real estate agent

in Mackay who has followed Shandee’s case and community feelings closely. Dave

says Shandee’s mother Vicki and sister Shandee have acted with incredible love and

respect for Shandee in their search for justice and says the town supports them

wholeheartedly. He says Shandee’s brutal slaying is part of the fabric in Mackay and

locals are deeply frustrated that there hasn’t been justice.

Anyone with information about the murder of Shandee Blackburn can contact Hedley

Thomas confidentially at shandee@theaustralian.com.au

Listen to Shandee’s Story in The Australian app: Apple App Store | Google Play

Store

www.shandee.com.au
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Shandee’s Story: Timeline of
events

A look at the key events in the life and case of
Shandee Blackburn.

By HEDLEY THOMAS and ISAAC IRONS

June 11, 1989: Shandee Renee Blackburn is born in Brisbane and moves with her

parents to grow up in the sugar and mining town of Mackay in tropical central

Queensland. Shandee’s parents separate when she is young and she grows up with

her mother Vicki and sister Shannah at Slade Point, and then in Boddington Street.

Shandee has a bubbly and outgoing personality. Her friends remember her

mischievous smile and lilting laugh.

June, 2011: In mid-2011 Shandee Blackburn connects with John Peros through

Facebook. Shandee is now 22 years old. John is 29. They start to message each other

and are eventually introduced by a mutual friend, Jarrod Hau, at the Envy

Nightclub in Mackay. Jarrod warns them to have fun and not get too serious in the

relationship because he believes John won’t manage it well.

Late December, 2011: John and Shandee break up. Shandee activates a new iPhone

3. John leaves without Shandee for a holiday to Thailand, with the intention of

having sex and spending the new year period over there.

January 2012: John and Shandee reunite after his return from Thailand. Text

messages show serious trust issues in their relationship. Vitriolic and crude remarks

about Shandee’s role in previous relationships, John’s perception of her sexual

activity, and his criticisms of her weight, are raised in a number of these messages.

March 31, 2012: Shandee moves to the Gold Coast after John breaks up with her a

second time. Shandee’s family say she was pressured into moving by John, who

remains adamant that it was Shandee’s idea to leave Mackay. Despite the breakup,

John offers Shandee financial support for the first four weeks of her move, and they

remain in regular contact with frequent angry message exchanges.

April 2012: John visits Shandee on the Gold Coast. Their weekend together quickly

goes awry as they argue in a nightclub. Text messages from around this period show
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a highly dysfunctional relationship. John threatens Shandee, saying ‘you’d be in a

coma if you were a guy’, in one message. Shandee begs John to stop telling her to

kill herself.

March-October 2012: John seeks mental health advice from medical professionals,

including his General Practitioner and two psychiatrists. He sees a psychologist over

the course of many months. He talks at length about trust issues in his relationships

and a troubled childhood. Shandee and John exchange more text messages in this

period however they have a major argument mid-year and John stops replying to

messages towards the end of May.

June-August 2012: Shandee is finding it difficult to make enough money from her

job selling charity donation packages to support herself. She’s behind with rent and

living money. A friend introduces her to a nightclub called Toy Box where Shandee

works for a short time as a stripper.

October 2012: Shandee returns to Mackay after finding it difficult to get work and

pay her rent on the Gold Coast. She moves in with her mother Vicki and Vicki’s

partner Paul Beardmore on Boddington Street and finds work as a waitress at the

Harrup Park Country Club’s coffee shop.

November 2012: Shandee starts dating a chef at the Harrup Park Country Club,

Arron Macklin. By all accounts they are besotted with each other and a good

couple. Arron sometimes gives Shandee rides to and from work on his motorbike.

Arron’s good friend later tells police that Arron told him he wanted to propose

marriage to Shandee on a road-trip they had planned in America in late 2013.

December 2012: Shandee and Arron pass by the Trax convenience store on the

corner of Evan and Juliet Street while riding on Arron’s motorcycle. Shandee tells

Arron that she sees an ex-boyfriend as they drive past and that he was a boxer. It

was almost certainly John Peros. Shandee and Arron were wearing helmets at the

time.

December, 2012: The Queensland Health Forensic and Scientific Services

laboratory implements a new computer program for DNA profiling called STRmix,

and a new DNA profiling kit called PowerPlex 21.

January 26, 2013: Australia Day 2013. John Peros spends the afternoon and

evening with friends Nicole Hutchinson, Sharlene Perry, Liam Aleman, and Liam’s

girlfriend Melissa Oliver. They visit the Austral Hotel in town and then hop

between pubs. They become heavily intoxicated, except for John who friends say

drinks only moderately. They continue drinking at Sharlene’s house until early the

next morning. While at Sharlene’s, the topic of past relationships is raised.

According to Nicole, Sharlene and Liam, John brings up Shandee in this

conversation, telling them that he hates her. Liam vividly recalls John saying he

wanted to stab Shandee.

Events on the night of Shandee’s murder

February 8, 2013 – 11:58pm: Shandee finishes her shift as a waitress in the coffee

shop at the Harrup Park Country Club. She is seen on CCTV exiting the foyer of the

building and starting her walk home. Her boyfriend Arron Macklin who would

sometimes give her a lift home has had a night off work and fallen asleep after

drinking and watching TV at his parents’ house. Shandee decides to walk the 1.2

kilometres to her mum Vicki’s house in Boddington Street.
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February 9, 2013

– 12:06:40am: A CCTV camera at Mercy College captures Shandee walking home

along Juliet Street. She is alone.

– 12:08:00am: A Toyota Hilux drives up Twelfth Lane near Boddington Street. It

passes cameras at the United Petroleum Service Station and the Outlaws Motorcycle

Clubhouse. The vehicle will later be identified as the same make and model as John

Peros’s car. But its number plate is not visible. Police will use this footage to identify

at least 13 common features between this vehicle and Peros’s including what they

believe is a rust mark and a missing wheel flare.

– 12:09:16am: A mysterious vehicle drives into the section of Sydney Street that

runs behind the Girl Guides hut. Police allege it will sit idly in this empty street at

midnight for just over six minutes, leaving after Shandee is assaulted. Shortly after

this vehicle enters, a figure is seen moving in the bushes of the Girl Guides hut.

Police allege it is John’s vehicle.

– 12:12:49am: Shandee walks past a CCTV camera at a local residential premise on

her walk home. She must cross a grassy paddock to get to the corner of Boddington

Street, near her home. A figure moves in the bushes of the Girl Guides hut on the

corner.

– 12:14:00am: A grainy figure leaves the bushes of the Girl Guides hut and is

captured running hard across Sydney Street towards the grassy paddock and

Shandee as she walks home. Mercifully, the brutal attack that follows - there are 23

stab and slash wounds to Shandee’s body in total - is not captured on CCTV footage.

– 12:14:27am: Taxi driver Jaspreet Pandher rounds Boddington Street and witnesses

what appears to him to be an altercation and a struggle over a handbag. As he

performs a U-turn further up the street he sees a person running hard across the

paddock, away from the scene.

– 12:14:39am: The running figure re-emerges on CCTV footage 33 seconds after

they disappear from view, running towards the bottom end of Sydney Street.

– 12:15:30am: Just over forty seconds later a vehicle resembling a utility ute exits

the street behind the Girl Guides Hut and turns left onto Evan Street.

– 12:16am: Ringo Tapim, who lives on Boddington Street in a flat overlooking the

murder scene, hears Shandee’s desperate coughing moments after she is attacked.

He dials 000 and rushes to her side.

– 12:20:46am – 02:30:19am: Multiple CCTV cameras capture a vehicle closely

resembling John Peros’s car leave town and drive north along the Bruce Highway.

They will capture an identical vehicle returning to Mackay at about 2:30am.

– 12:26am: Paramedics arrive at the scene and attempt to perform heart massage,

but there are too many wounds to Shandee’s body. Police Sergeant Peter Cowan

arrives and activates his voice recorder. He reports to base that: “This is going to

turn into a murder – she’s not going to make it.”

– 12:48am: Shandee is rushed to hospital but can’t be saved. She is reported

deceased at 12:50am.

– 4:32am: Plains Clothes Constable Belinda Gregg, Detective Sergeant Anthony

Cowan and a number of other police officers visit Shandee’s mother Vicki down the
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road. A digital recording captures the haunting moment officers inform Vicki her

daughter has been assaulted and has died just down the street.

– 5:36am: Police visit Shandee’s boyfriend Arron Macklin and inform him that his

girlfriend has just been assaulted and has passed away. Officers initially treat Arron

as a person of interest; however, as the police investigation progresses detectives will

rule him out.

February 10, 2013: Police visit Shandee Blackburn’s former boyfriend John Peros,

after struggling to find him for the previous 36 hours due to several false leads. John

remembers the events of day-time February 8 well, but he tells police he cannot

remember what he did for certain on the night Shandee died. Police ask John to

give a statement. They notice he appears very nervous. He refuses to give a sample

of his DNA however police pick up one of his discarded self-rolled cigarettes to

obtain his DNA.

February 24, 2013: Police detectives visit John Peros’s psychologist Jeff Poots with a

search warrant. They seize the psychologist’s notes from his sessions with John.

They discover that John had visited Poots throughout 2012 for depression and had

spoken about his relationship breakup with Shandee and the trust issues it brought

out in him.

February 25, 2013: The first re-enactment police organise with John Peros’s Toyota

Hilux. Police drive John’s vehicle along the same route a vehicle similar to his drives

on the evening Shandee died. They want to compare the vehicles to find any

difference between them. There are none, according to police.

February 28, 2013: The forensic laboratory testing samples in Shandee’s case

reports: “No DNA detected” from a tape lift on Shandee’s forearm taken by a police

scientific officer shortly after her murder. The lab will later rework this sample and

send an updated result to police.

March 1, 2013: Police execute a search warrant on John Peros’s flat in Evan Street.

John is hesitant to comply. His laptop cannot be found.

March 2013: John’s friends Nicole Hutchinson, Sharlene Perry and Liam Aleman

give statements to police. They allege that on Australia Day – two weeks before

Shandee was murdered – John said that he hated Shandee. Sharlene adds that she

thinks John said: “she would be better off dead”, but says that her memory of the

specific phrase he used isn’t precise. Liam Aleman tells police that he vividly

remembers John saying he hated Shandee and wanted to stab her.

March 16, 2013: The American rock band KISS play in Mackay. Shandee was

named after the band’s iconic song ‘Shandi’. Frontman Paul Stanley plays a tribute

to Shandee.

March 30, 2013: Police execute a search warrant on John Peros’s flat in Evan Street

for a second time. His laptop is seized and a forensic computer analysis reveals

searches for spy equipment.

April 23, 2013: Jamie Lewis, a local garbage truck driver, tells police that in late

February he saw a handbag very similar to Shandee’s in the rubbish dump along

with a new pair of brown work boots and contacted police. Jamie received no reply,

eventually hearing from detectives in late April. The description Jamie gives of the

handbag is strikingly similar to Shandee’s handbag, which was missing from the

murder scene. Too much rubbish has passed through the dump to recover the bag.
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Late April, 2013: Detectives learn of rumours circulating around a young man with

a reputation for drug use, carrying knives and a violent criminal history. (William

Daniel denies any involvement in Shandee’s murder.) William’s friend, 17-year-old

Levii Blackman, initially tells detectives that on the night Shandee was killed,

William Daniel said to him: “Someone got murdered up there … I did it.” Levii is

uncertain if William was telling the truth or joking about the statements he made

outside the flats where they were living, not far from the murder scene. He adds

that William and his friend who was with him at the time, Norman Dorante, had

no blood on them and didn’t appear to be carrying any weapons.

Police talk to William Daniel’s girlfriend Keiarra Tass. She confirms William lived

with her at the time in a flat just around the corner from where Shandee was

murdered. She tells police that multiple knives are missing from her knife block and

that William sometimes carried kitchen knives – and a meat cleaver – for

protection. She tells police William was with her on the evening Shandee was

assaulted and maintains that William has nothing to do with Shandee’s murder.

May 2, 2013: Police take a statement from William Daniel’s mother, Priscilla Seden,

who says she was living with William and his partner Keiarra Tass in James Street at

the time of Shandee’s murder. A cleaner working two jobs and a single mother,

Priscilla says that on the night of Shandee’s murder she came home from work

around midnight and found William and Keiarra asleep in bed.

May 15, 2013: Police visit William Daniel’s cousin and friend Norman Dorante in

custody in the Rockhampton watch-house. He refuses to give a statement and says

he knows nothing about the murder.

May 23, 2013: Police detectives Lisa Elkins and Scott Furlong visit William Daniel in

Wyong, New South Wales. He denies any involvement in Shandee’s murder. He tells

them that on the evening Shandee was attacked he watched the Indigenous All

Stars Rugby League on TV and then went fishing with his girlfriend Keiarra Tass. He

denies carrying knives and being addicted to methamphetamine, claims which are

contradicted by multiple witnesses.

May 24, 2013: Detectives Lisa Elkins and Scott Furlong visit John’s mother Maria

and sister Poppy at their waterfront home in Sydney. Poppy and Maria tell

detectives that John had never mentioned Shandee by name and had not been

home since Christmas. Retired detective Scott Furlong says John’s family were

welcoming but could not shed light on anything new and did not provide

statements.

May 28, 2013: Police speak to Keiarra Tass for a second time. They inform her that

her recollection of being with William Daniel on the night of the All Stars Rugby

League match – the night she believes is the date of Shandee’s murder – is incorrect.

The All Stars match was the night after Shandee’s murder. Keiarra tells police

William was definitely with her on the night of Shandee’s murder – that she picked

him up from his cousin’s house, that he was drunk, and they went to sleep together.

July, 2013: Police visit William Daniel’s former partner Telitah in Broome, Western

Australia. William had visited her in April shortly before rumours of his

involvement in Shandee’s murder reached police. He did not return immediately to

Mackay, instead travelling to Wyong in New South Wales. Telitah says that William

spoke to her about the rumours about his involvement in Shandee’s murder, and

that he firmly denied having any involvement.

August, 2013: Police visit William Daniel again, this time in Mackay. He’s unable to

give a verifiable explanation of his whereabouts on the night of Shandee’s murder.
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He asks whether the police have any DNA.

August 2013: Shandee’s former flatmate Steve Phillips makes a statement to police

saying that before her death Shandee told him that John Peros had said he could

easily have her killed.

August 22, 2013: Cane farmer Justin Vella finds a knife on his family’s farm on the

road to Seaforth north of Mackay. Justin and his father are cutting plants on their

farm when they find a knife under a heavy rock. The knife’s handle has been

snapped off and Justin says the blade is stained with blood. Justin is suspicious of

the blade’s concealment under a rock not far from the road and he contacts police,

who visit the family property and seize the blade as evidence. The knife tests

presumptively positive for blood; however, the forensic lab later reports: “No DNA

Detected.”

September 4, 2013: Detectives question the forensic laboratory handling samples in

Shandee’s case about their inability to obtain the DNA profile of a second

contributor from a sample taken from underneath Shandee’s fingernail. Detectives

note the response is: “that bacteria may have an effect on the ability to obtain a

DNA profile.” It’s an explanation that forensic biologist Dr. Kirsty Wright says is

‘ludicrous’ and an ‘impossibility’.

February 13, 2014: Police execute a forensic procedure order on John Peros and

notify him that he must comply. They take John to the police station, extract DNA

samples, fingerprint him and photograph him.

February 19, 2014: Detectives visit Michael and Maria Coles, close friends of Peros

who say that John has cut off all contact with them and is suspicious of everybody.

Mick says that John is “losing it” under the intense pressure of the police

investigation.

February 21, 2014: Police visit John’s flat in Mackay and notify him that his

firearms licence has been revoked and he must hand over his weapons. John is

hesitant to comply. He reveals an intricate security system in his flat involving

magnets and hidden wall compartments to reach his safe key.

March 13, 2014: John Peros’s friend Cameron Maltby tells police that in

conversations in 2012, after John and Shandee’s break-up, John expressed

resentment and wished Shandee harm. He didn’t think anything of these comments

in the context of the relationship breakup. Cameron recalls strange comments that

John made after Shandee’s murder including thanking Cameron for leaving his

fingerprints on a Glock pistol John owned.

July, 2014: The forensic lab testing samples in Shandee’s case reports that their

original finding of: “No DNA Detected” from a tape lift of Shandee’s forearm is

incorrect. The lab reports that the sample from Shandee’s forearm now provides a

DNA mixture which could not be interpreted.

September 4, 2014: John Peros is put in an interview room at police headquarters

in Brisbane and a video showing the CCTV footage of a vehicle looking identical to

his on the night of the murder is played. John refuses to look at it. He is arrested

and charged with the murder and robbery of Shandee Blackburn.

February 15, 2016: A Committal Hearing is held prior to John Peros’s Supreme

Court murder trial. Tensions are high between John’s new defence barrister Craig

Eberhardt and William Daniel. Levii Blackman denies for the first time ever seeing
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William and Norman on the night of Shandee’s murder and claims police

threatened him with ‘black magic’.

March 20, 2017: John Peros’s Supreme Court trial for the murder of Shandee

Blackburn begins. It will span a total of 12 days and a jury will return with a verdict

of ‘not guilty’.

April, 2017: Vicki Blackburn writes to the Office of the Director of Public

Prosecutions weeks after the trial finishes. She believes the trial was unfair to

Shandee, key evidence was not presented properly and some evidence was not

presented at all.

July 1, 2019: The first day of a coronial inquest initiated by Central Coroner David

O’Connell. William Daniel and John Peros become main persons of interest at the

inquest, which looks at a comprehensive range of evidence and expert opinion,

much of which was not allowed at John Peros’s Supreme Court trial two years prior.

November 25, 2021: At a press conference in Brisbane, investigative journalist

Hedley Thomas and respected forensic biologist Dr Kirsty Wright reveal stunning

errors and failures by Queensland’s government-run forensics laboratory in

Shandee’s case and call for the samples to be retested, and the lab investigated. Vicki

and Shannah Blackburn and criminal lawyer Kristy Bell also speak to the media at

the conference, which is aired on national television that evening.

February 9, 2022: Nine years to the day after Shandee’s slaying, The Australian

newspaper reports that Coroner David O’Connell has formally reopened coronial

investigations into Shandee’s death after DNA failures revealed in the podcast

forced Queensland’s attorney-general to request the coroner take action. Mr

O’Connell says he has yet to decide to reopen the inquest, but his own coronial

investigations will continue. The announcement gives renewed hope to Shandee’s

family.

Events will be added to the timeline as they are discussed in the podcast episodes each

week. For more about the podcast, visit shandee.com.au

Anyone with information about the murder of Shandee Blackburn can contact Hedley

Thomas confidentially at: shandee@theaustralian.com.au
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Shandee’s story: Doubts cast over accuracy of
GPS data

GPS location data from the taxi of a crucial witness at John Peros’s 2017 murder trial was

presented as accurate despite some co-ordinates appearing inside nearby buildings.

The coordinates show taxi driver Jaspreet Pandher’s movements on the night of Shandee

Blackburn’s 2013 slaying and were used by Mr Peros’s legal team to discredit the prosecution case

that a running figure captured in CCTV footage was Blackburn’s assailant.

Mr Peros was acquitted by a jury in less than two hours. He denies involvement.

The data is examined in the latest episode of the investigative podcast series Shandee’s Story,

which follows Mr Pandher’s movements on the night and reviews evidence not presented at the

murder trial.

Mr Pandher witnessed Blackburn struggling with an assailant on a Mackay street corner in the

headlights of his maxi taxi shortly after midnight.

He was performing a U-turn further up the street when he saw a male figure running across a

grassy paddock away from the scene.

CCTV footage from a nearby residential premise corroborates Mr Pandher’s version with a

running figure seen heading towards Blackburn and then away moments after the taxi driver

drove past the murder location.

However, at trial Mr Peros’s defence said GPS time and location data from Mr Pandher’s taxi

suggested the figure running in CCTV footage was already well out of his view when he made

the U-turn.
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In a separate but related argument Mr Peros’s defence said the running person in the footage

didn’t have enough time to launch the frenzied knife attack because of the timings involved.

If the theory is correct Mr Pandher witnessed a second running person seconds and metres apart

from the running figure in CCTV footage.

Mr Pandher’s taxicab contained a Mark IV TaxiCam security camera system which recorded still

images according to six input triggers and embedded them with GPS time and location data.

The accuracy of the GPS data was not contested at the 2017 trial and jurors were told there was

“no dispute” the coordinates were accurate.

However, a map of the GPS coordinates compiled by a police mapping unit and shown to jurors

at the murder trial suggested some of the locations recorded that night were inside nearby

buildings and therefore inaccurate.

The defence theory relied on accurate location information and a discrepancy of even a few

metres could cast doubt on whether Mr Pandher was truly not able to see the running figure

visible in CCTV footage.

The podcast episode also examines the witness statement of Guy Bridson, an electronics

technologist who regularly inspected and assessed Mark IV TaxiCam systems at the time. Mr

Bridson’s evidence, not presented at the murder trial, suggested the GPS coordinates could not be

relied upon for pinpoint accuracy.

“The GPS location information is specific as accurate to 5 – 25 metres but typically 8 metres

depending on the number of satellites available to the receiver,” Mr Bridson said.
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Shandee’s Story: I re-enacted a killer’s footsteps – and proved the
‘impossible’

I looked towards the street corner where Shandee Blackburn was stabbed to death nine years ago and tightened the laces on my running shoes.

Forty-five seconds.

That’s enough time for Shandee Blackburn’s probable killer to run across four lanes of traffic and a grassy paddock, launch a frenzied knife attack

and then run all the way back.

Less than a minute to end the life of a bright and bubbly young woman who was just starting to feel happy.

I know this because I travelled to Mackay for the investigative podcast series Shandee’s Story and ran the killer’s route myself, proving it was

possible.

Blackburn’s murder remains unsolved but most bets on her killer are with the mysterious figure springing from the nearby bushes of a Girl

Guides cottage and running hard towards her, and then running back.

Because what else would the person hanging around in foliage at a quarter past midnight possibly be doing? Out for a midnight jog seconds and

metres from where a girl is murdered?

The running man, as he became known in later court proceedings, was captured in CCTV footage but the murder happened out of view.

The whole event took 45 seconds, enough time for the running man to launch a frenzied stabbing, according to homicide cops and a coroner. Not

everyone agrees.

It’s been well documented in this investigative podcast series that Blackburn’s former boyfriend John Peros was charged with her murder and

acquitted by a jury at a Supreme Court trial in 2017.

He denies any involvement.

Police built a circumstantial case alleging Peros was the running man in the footage but at his murder trial, his barrister, Craig Eberhardt, said

police had got it all wrong. There just wasn’t enough time for the running man to cover all that distance and launch a frenzied knife attack, he

argued.

He told jurors if the running man was the killer, he would have to be as fast as the fastest running man of them all, the Jamaican sprinter Usain

Bolt.

I’m not Usain Bolt. I’m not a champion amateur boxer either, as Peros was in February 2013, having come third in a national competition months

earlier.
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I’m a university student studying journalism and thanks to weekend touch footy games, I’m in decent shape but I’m no elite athlete. If I could do

the run, someone else of average fitness could definitely do it too. And so I tightened up my laces and got ready to test the theory myself.

Blackburn’s mother, Vicki , met us at the Girl Guides cottage one night in Mackay and pointed to the spot where she believes her daughter’s killer

had crouched that night, hiding in the foliage.

“Watching and waiting,” she said. For Blackburn to walk past on her way home from a late-night shift at the local country club before sneaking

up behind her and catching her unaware.

Vicki Blackburn doesn’t like this street. “Gives me the creeps,” she said. “Don’t push it,” my mentor the investigative journalist Hedley Thomas

said as I prepared to set off. “And don’t face-plant,” Vicki Blackburn said. “We don’t want that.”

Retired photogrammetrist Lee Smith, an expert who appears in the podcast series, waved to me from the corner of Boddington Street where he

waited with a stopwatch for my arrival. “Go!”

I set off, paying attention to what the running man might have felt that night.

I noticed that the bitumen, slippery from recent rain, made it hard to run at full tilt.

I noticed that the grassy paddock was a better surface to run on and muffled my footsteps.

I noticed all I could hear was my own heart thumping as the corner of Boddington Street got closer and closer and I was suddenly standing right

where Blackburn was caught all those nights ago.

Lee Smith started his timer.

Twelve seconds to rain down blow after blow, the time the attack could have taken, according to biomechanics expert Zach Couper.

Then back again. Straight across the grassy paddock this time, towards the open mouth of Sydney Street where police alleged the killer’s car had

parked six minutes earlier.

I was in full flight, running hard towards Vicki Blackburn and Thomas. I arrived, breathless.

Forty-two seconds. That’s how long my run had taken. Three seconds faster than the running man in the footage.

“It’s indisputable isn’t it,” Vicki Blackburn said. “There’s no way they can say it can’t be done. It was done.”

It can’t have been easy for her to watch the actions of her daughter’s probable killer re-enacted that night, but she persevered through it as she’s

always done in the pursuit of answers.

Now, at least, one theory about what happened to her daughter can be put to rest.

Anyone with information about the murder of Shandee Blackburn can contact Hedley Thomas at shandee@theaustralian.com.au
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